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A MUST-HAVE FOR STAR WARS FANS! 








This brilliant book reproduces, for 
the first time, the original blueprints 
created for the filming of the 

Star Wars saga. 


Drawn from the Lucasfilm Archives, Seung EH 
it combines insightful commentary | THE BLUEPRINTS 
fram best-selling author J. \W. Rinzler é 
with vivid and intricate details directly 

from the designers and draftsmen who 

helped created Star Wears iconic sets 

and over 250 original blueprints 


Includes Star Wars: The Blueprints, 

custom-made cloth case, over a dozen | W RINZLER 
gatefolds and certificate 

of authenticity. 


Stor Word & 2001 Leta is Lee. 2 PM. Aphis Reger, Lied ureder guthorinn bes. 


CUSTOMERS IN UK & IRELAND, FRANCE, | 
GERMANY AND THE REST OF EUROPE, % INS )-1=)1=)=)45" 


ad | i 


AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND & THE BRITISH 
COMMONWEALTH’ CAN BUY FROM: 


* Excludes Canada 
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“| need to speak to the Jedi Council. 


| The situation has become much more 
| complicated."—Oui-Gon Jinn. Star Wars: 


Episode | /he Phantom Menace 


Ui-Gon Ss right. Of course, Qul-Gan is always 
right. The situation has beoome even more 
Complicated because, 43 his issue of Siar 
Pars insider hiis newsstands, Episade | as 
poised ta return to theaters—in 3D! 

These af you whe were there the first lire around, 
will no doubt be feeling a litthe nestagic. The Summer 
179 was an amazing time toa be a fe Mors fan, with 
lLantalizing trailers, packed toy Seren and the wha 
world hungry for George Lucas ta camplote his saga. 
Who knew that we'd get a resurgence of papularity for 
our beloved space epic That survives—and thrives—to 
this day? 

4s well as celebrating Tie Phantom Menace with an 
exclusive interelew with Industrial Light & Magic's John 
Knall, and some never-before-seen storyboards, we've 
laken & look at Jar Jars greatest mamrénts! Lack up 
your breakablas! ; 

We'd love to hear from you if your first experience 
of seeing Star Wars in a theater is the 3D re-release! 
Maybe you've taken same kids along: what did they 
think? Write in fa the address on the Left, and we might 
just print your letter! 
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May the Farce be with you all, (| ‘ki 
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Thunes 70 Loow our For iv Star Wars: 
Tee Puanrow Menace off 


16 STORYBOARDS 


THE JEDI TAKE OM THE BATTLE DROIDS IN 
_ THESE PREVIOUSLY UNSEEN STORYBOARDS. 


THE GUNGAN 5 aa 
9 us REVEALED! 


09 JOHN KNOLL is a8) 62 ICONS 


som 0) WHAT DOES IT TAKE T0 BE AN ICONIC 

as isco A, Vian, neserre arier sce 
|NSWOER INVESTIGATES... 

32 COMIC ART! 

TWO GIANTS FROM THE WORLD OF COMIC 68 DESIGN 

BOOK ART DISCUSS THEIR WORK IN Siar Proouenion Desigver ALAN 

Wars Apr Comics RODERICK—JJONES ON PIECING TOGETHER 
THE Siar Mes GaLaxy! 


44 FICTION! 


HAN AND CHEWIE ARE BACK IN ACTION 
IN AN EXPLOSIVE ALL-WEW TALE. 


COVER STORY! 


This issue of Star Mars inmate & avaiable with a 
bet-free cover ler subscribers. Thent's alsa anexclusive cover image teal 
ig available only al celected camic stores! 


To pet your subsorder 5 cover every issue. goto 
wwe Rancagamnes.com 


GET EIGHT ISSUES, SAVING 30% FOR JUST $39.99! 


DEPARTMENTS 


07 LAUNCHPAD 


Star Mars: fhe Clove Wars Season Four 
previews: Awand nominations al Lucasfilm: 
Amessage fram Squid Head! Plus a special 
repert on some cool ari made from plastic! 


30 MYSTAR WARS 


Stephen Stanton, AKA Captain Tarkim in 
Star Mars; The Cfone ears, on his Star Wars 
favorites! 


92 ROGUE S GALLERY 


frsiger puis names to some ef the faces 
watching the Boonta Eve Classic, 


66 FIVE FACTS... 


Mon Mothma presents five amazing facts about 


the saga, Cam you spol which one ts an gut- 
-out fib? 


bi 


74 CLASSIC MOMENT 


Dbi-Wan and Oui-Gon have the fight of their 
lives against Darth Maul! 


96 RED FIVE 


stunt Coordinator Mick Gillard picks his favorme duels 
from mowe history, 


and 








The Book of Lhe Sih if urreeiled, aad 
tha Aiveaeer Falnar gate a manual! 


80 COMICS 


John Jacksen Miller talks aboul fayre Carick 
and lhe conlavaton al the epe Knights of the ld 
Reprablic wlary Bee, 


84 INCOMING 


Aclane treeger irreasien leads curlackalsameotihe = | | 
must-have ealoctbles ta bi the stebves! 


73B00KS eae 


90 BANTHA 
TRACKS 


Gesitey celebrates the sagas most 
dedicated tans! 


94 BOUNTY 
HUNTERS 


The tite who howe meet the clare af Shr 
Wars share their amazing eqperences! 
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“MASSACRE” 
LIR DATE: FEBRUARY 2 


DIRECTED BY STEWARO LEE 






WRITTEN BY KATIE LUCAS 
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SEASON FOUR OF STAR 
CONCLUDES WITH THE 
FOLLOWING EPISODES: 


BOU ITY 











ee. 
Ty Le 


wae = bo 
TT in I K 


2 
DATES! 
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This year’s Star Wars Weekends at 
Disneys Hollywood Studios (heme 
park in Orlando, Florida, will star 
May 18 and run through June 10, The 
cenlerpbece of the experience will be 
the JB Siar Taurs: The Adventures 
Centinue allraction, bil (here are 
Plenly of Surprises to be andeunced, 
Here are the dabeg: 

May 15-20 

May 25-27 

June 1-4 

Jiime B10 
Check out the Disney Parks Blog, 
http: disneyparks.disney.go.coms 
blog/, for the latest updates. 





The industry magazine, do Week, 
has named the volkswagen TV 
commerctal featuring & youngster 
dressed as Darth Vader the best 
of 2011. Firs’ broedeast Sunday, 
Februare 6, 2071, during Fox's 
coverage of Super Bowl SLY, the 
acveriéement dubbed The Force” 
Swiflly became @ pop-cullure 
phencmengrn, 

The advertisement Weal an to be 
enjoyed by over 44 millian people 
on YouTube, 
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LUCAS FILM COMPANIES NOMINATED FOR AMAIE Abr OS 


This year's nominations for the 
37th Annie Awards, given by the 
International Animated Film 
Socbety, include both Star hears: 
The Clone Mars and Star Tours, 
The winners well be 
announced Saturday, February 
iin Los Angalas. Lucastilm 
companies received 12 Annie 
Rominaiions, 5 for Linashilen 
animahion and ¥ far IL. 
The nominations are: 


Best General Audbence 
Animated TY Production 
Siar Ward: The Clane Wears, 
Lucasfilm Animation 


Animated Effects Im ar 
Animated Production 

Joel Aron Star Wars: The Clore 
Wars, Lucasfilm Animation 


Vallee Acting in & Television 
Production 

Qee Bradtey Baker as clone 
troopers, Sar Alers: The Chane 
Wars, Lucasiilm Animator 


Hike Fullerman a6 Asag 
Ventress Star Mors: The Clone 
Wars, Lucasfilm Animation 










Editing in Television Production 
Jager Wi, A. Tucker Star Wars: 
Tine Clome Miers, Lucasfilm 
Animation 


Best Animated Special 
Production 

Star Tours, Industrial Light 
& Magic 


Award for Best Animated 
Special Production 

Siar Tours, Imdustrial Light 
& Magic 


Animated Eels in an 
Animated Pradwuetion 

Chase Cooper, fargo, Industrial 
Light fh Magis 

WIL Geiger, Pango, Industrial 
Light & Magic 


Animated Effects ina Live 
Action Production 

Branke Grujeic, Pirates of tie 
Caribbean: Or Stranger Tides 
Industrial Light & Magic 
Flarent Andarra, Transtermers: 
Oaré of fhe Moon, Industrial 
Light & Magic 

Gary Wu, Cowboys & Alinas, 
Industrial Light & Magic 

Lee Uren, Comtays & Alerng, 
Industrial Light & Magic 


The lear al Star Wears dagimer 
would Like to extend our 


congratulatoons ba all 
The famingest 





Gerald Horne 
ares! friends! 


A FORCE FOR 


GOOD! 


Congratulations to all involved who raised money in 

the “Helmets for Princess Leah” project The auctions 
henished i Mevenber raising a total ef $5,475! Actors 
and others fram the Star Mavs world signed two clone 
trooper helmets in order to raise money for young Leah 
Esquanazi, who was ber with a mystery illness, You can 
keep up with her progress here, 


hitpulpringessleahdignies blogepotecam! 

Stephan Stanton, who plays Captalm Tarkin iin Stare 
Mors: The Clone Mors, and who has been active in 
raising eeoney, said. We joel wanted to lank all ef you 
and bet you Know that one of the helmets has been 
donated to the Esquenazi family, so as Leah grows up 
Glee Will Kregw all the people who supported har by 
signing these helmets. These signatures represent the 
worldwide Star Hers community: Event promoters who 


bring the tans together; costumers whe give us a0 much 
joy; pedeasters and YouTubers who spend their time 
enterLaining the fans; aniais and authors who continue 
lo bring us how Sores and characters; ations who bring 
so many of these characters to Life; all the people behind 
the seenes: and 1a George Lucas himsel, May the Force 
be with all of you,” 











SQUID 


(FACE) HEAD 


Dear Star Hors Insider, 
My name is Gerald Moeme and | played Tessek [Squid Head! 
and a Mon Calamari Officer in Meter of the Jedi. im writing 
bo you because I've just seen your latest sue with the 
feature on the Quarren and Mon Gals ligeue 127 U.S. and 
105 U.K think i 6 grea feature and thought 1d point oud 
thal there's a link belween Quarréen and Mon Calamani thal 
ise t mentioned bn your lealure—ee! i the oly aeler [so 
far] ever te have played a Quarren [Tessek-Squid Head] and 
4 Mon Calamari! The feature is righti—my charaeler was 
knoe a5 Sajid Head during fileving in 1782, bul whal isnt 
generally Krown is (hal | was olten called Squid Face fon, 
Infact my costume bag sald “Squid Face” an the labed. 
Thanks again for the excellent, mteresiing teature! 
Gerald Home 
www. Gerald Homs,comi 





Ore o¢ the tree-sigred clane trooger helmets. 
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A MENACE" 


Thrilled by Tie Phanton Menace and 
want to know mone? Star Wars Insider 
has poined forces with OK to offer five 
lucky readers copies of Star Wars: 
The Phantom Menace Tbe Expanded 
Vieual Dictionary! Simply write in to 
the address on page a! 


Ciel Gérarian ol the Sed 
Archreed. Jacaila Hu, 
00 be first in Line far 
atopy ol Doe Eeowintin 
Aruders Companion! 


ESSENTIAL READING! 


Star Wars: The Essential Readers Companion, the cagerly- 
madited reference quide written by Pablo Hidalgo, has been 
confirmed fora summer 2002 release. fie Essential Peaders 
Comonniian is the first Essential Guide devoted entirely 

to published Star Hears fection, from the oniginal mowe 
novelization, fo young reader's books, short stories, eBook 
novellas, and ihe most recent adult novels. This book will cover 
all the fiction that has built the Star Wars Expanded Universe 
over the las 35 years. Lock out for more on this exciting new 
tile in future editsans of tnsvdler 











Eagle-eyod maders of Insider may have noticad a mistake that 
crept into our review of the year inissue 130/106, Princess Loia is, 
of course, Padme'’s daughter and mot her mother. Well done to al 
who spotted the error. We promise to study the Skywalker family 
tree more care Fully in the wn 
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“DIORAMA DRAMAS~ 


| FLORIDA-BASED PHOTOGRAPHER AND ARTIST STEPHEN HAYFORD IS A MAN OF MANY TALENTS. ASIDE FROM BEING 
A RESPECTED PHOTOJOURNALIST FOR THE LAST TWO DECADES, HE'S ALSO AN OFFICIAL ARTIST FOR LUCASFILM, 
AND HIS PLASTICS DIORAMA PHOTOGRAPHY IS WELL-LOVED FOR THE WAY IT COMBINES STAR WARS CHARACTERS 
WITH SOCIAL SATIRE. HE TALKS TO S74? WARS INSIDER ABOUT COMBINING PLASTIC WITH STORYTELLING AND 
CREATING A SERIOUS MESSAGE WITH TOYS. WORDS: MATT MCALLISTER 
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Why did pau start custemizing Star Ware 
loys and creating dioramas? 

Dee been in phetojournaliem for almast 20 
years and a Star Wars collector since 
childhood, Aer documenting 50 marry 
Accidents and murder scenes, and spending 
time with people who had lest lowed ones, 

| had to do something to balance what | was 
Aaperiemcing. Sol sarted to cusiomine Star 
Wars figures as a way of relieving stress, 
Then | discovered diorama making, It was a 
way to oxplore what | had always wanted to 
do in childhood, which was to recreate the 
Star Wars trilogy with toys. Another 
motivator forme to pursue my toy and 
diorama work was surviving a major 
operation Drealized lite is short, and took it 


io [tera 


“The Empire 


44.8 Sign thal | should pul more energy inte 
the other things | love. 


What does customizing a Slar Wars figure 
lnwelye aad Rov? bone dees it fake? 
Generally, i will lake six to eight hours” 
work over a law days, It Marts with boiling 
the figures to selten the plastic ea | can pop 
the limbs out easily, Ther! sand down the 
pieces oa thal | can add clay te create 
clothing, accessories, and go harth, | then 
add some subile touches to the faces or 
completely overhaul the heads, 


Hewede you manage ta get your figures and 
scones £0 detailed? 
Lots of little homemade tools! it takes 


4 lol of patience and | need to be able to 
Se6 the end resulls in my mind. Also, 
Studying the films is important. | never 
dea piece without having at least three 
different project images fram different 
angles. always Love to find things from 
the filma that no one else has, And thats 
onecol the tantastic things about having 
worked with Lucastili for lmages on 
Starwars.com, | can contac! them and ask 
Tor reference material on certain 
characters and certain sats, and they 
Supply ime with imagos! 


Hew do you decide which figures to 
customize? 
linitially decided to explore all the 





won’t fall if you take one day off.” 
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THE oS SAGA CONTINUES 





background characters that | was sure 
Hasbro wouldn't make. The great thing i 
that Hasbro has mo made ther all! Bul 
all of the sat places [in the photos] are 
Created from scratch. That's the thing 
that | love, Hashra iar t going to make 
things like the funiture pieces trom 
Jabba's palace, so it's a lot of fun to 
create those, 


What's the secret bo a good Star hares 
Clorama or photo? 

| iew my pieces as storytelling. That's 
one af (he reasons why | don’t set oud to 
recreate scenes; | want ta create now 


stories for the characters, ones people 
haver i seen belere, | like taking familie 
satiings and adding to them ina way 
that’s different than people expect. 


Have your Star Wars projects been 
Influenced by vaur phetejounnalism 
werk 7 

Oh absolutely. That's my background— 
mi whole career has involved telling 
olor pacples stares. Visually, 10, 
approach it in the same way—l compose 
my images through the lens. The bulk of 
my photographic influence comes from 
Photojournalists like James Nachtwey, 
Eugene Smith, and Eugene Richards, But 
lalse have humor and toy photography 
influences. In tennms of toy photography, 
Diwauld have to day Gianni Lopergedio has 


been the suprene influence on me. He 
was a photographer for Hasbro who died 
frega Lau Gehrig disease last year He 
Was an absolutely amazing guy and a 
superbly creative phoiographer. One 

Gl rie laverite images af his ts of the 
wamnpa Cav¥e—he coreabed the scene with 
chunks of broken sidewalk in front of the 
Hasire building! What | realty lowe about 
his work was that he approached it the 
same way that ide, and told stories with 
his products. 


What's next far pou? 

lhawe so many things that Om werking 
on! | exhibit my other plastics work quite 
a bit, especially ey Flarida-themed 
work. Because when youre wanking with 
toys, ome swe is that you can be limited 
In wheal you can de wilh ihe charaelens 
Debailewise and so forth So | started 
sculpting my own Florida pieces inspired 
by a Let al things | covered working far 
newspapers, and turned those into 
exhibit pieces. |m also in the middle of 
working on a display diarama of Thorias 
Edison's Laboratory wark, and | alse hope 
to have 5 book of my Florida-themed 
werk out next year, 
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Home of the World's Largest Selection of 
Star Wars and G.L Joe Toys and 
Collectibles trom 1977 to Present 
Imeerrtary Updarbed in real time on were brian einys.com 
Prices: & Anilabilty Subject to Change Please Call to Cosfirn 
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| 3H Jumbo vitesse 
*6-3FO 23h + Cheehaces Dia | 
Deh Weder B50 "Cents Bqeed Genmerde 57407 
ABerbachcs Ge + Hered Si + Hoe Bole Gob 
Han Bale (Seal) Head] 106.98 Penoeee Lode 2 
Luke Sipewadker SG = 4-03 Toe 


42" Battle Grofda (Indewtry) Sidi 
12" Ted Bhal) & Aele Cee 
Bith Band $149.00 
12" Doba Fott $174.0 
12! Commander Gacars 5154.00 
14° Commander big 3134.00 
12" foemieion Gree 812408 
12" He-DO 5474.50 
2" apebliic Clone Captain 
Lt eee Shaler (euekn Guilty 
D2 Gericke 8299.00 
124 Premium Form i 
His Solo in Carkeomiio Shi .oo 
Graal Mwi Tariis b 1-16 leterrnqater Brod’ ddd 
Legendary Scale Gerth Maul $4500.94 
imperial THE Bomber $60.09 i 
; ; ni Busts 
dabba's Throne Scene Pack $19.99 _— F : Qenaral Veers” £74.00 
Droid Attack on the Coronet Website Logray” 860.00 = Wilsthrs" 654.09 
Clone Ware Ultimate Gitt Set Website Target Exclusive 3-Packs ekalie Bi Aateicie Pice eek a2 
Search For Luke Skywalker Website imperial Forces = imperial Watte" maga 
ee | — ae revere a yay ea | Barth: Waster Ic chy Statue asp. i‘. 
i: 5 PeS-Oo> jitiess Ward) dni Magentis ST 
BSS 3-Packs oo... STOO Fa-DS* Statue $450.00 
B- Wing Fighter Website Ae A2-B2" [Clone Worl oe 
¥-Wing Fighter STaa00 yee Chee Bee? Meter hs FF! 1 
Boba Fett Reeket Firing musi 350.00 
Bounty Hunters 2 Pack 525.09 ‘o FX Lightsabers 
TIE Fighter £50.90 Pie reo va bie Esato) 
| TaunTaun Website Londapecder Website - — 


Fx Lightsabers 


~ pallerp erage 
— ", us vor Pe arrceel 
2 _ _ #hakin Skywalker * Darth Maul, , : - 7 
Oe a need Darth Vader = Kit Fisto By Che 
= a - Darth Vader 590.00 Luke Skywalker 2453 
Mandalirian Aseaule Transport s36.0@ | Luke Skywalker (ROTI) $100.00 Obi-Wan Kenobi 


Whew Hard: ereiee’ ined ies Pree! 2 diliam Bieri 3] 
Alt Republic Fighter Task Se0,00 Mace Windy 3105.9 $118.98 each 
Republic Ateck Skwttle S60,00 $$ 


13"215" 5149.99 
a = 7 Sire Surd-erbslbebed Brisi Preset (dies Ge: 20 
AM? Bh hy Carnie B40 0 
Vultors Gretd Seog 


Brian's Toys “ai outs teri Gites Severs 
W730 HWY 35 P.O. Box 95 Fountain City, WI 54625 Are Guyl ng Toys!!! 


Phone: (608) 687-7572 For A Complete Buy Lis 


Fax: (608) G87-TS73 email: sales@brianstoys.com 


Get Our 
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CAEDIT CARDS aaa Latest 


Prices and availability are subject to change. Paha a Catalog! 
Please call, fax, or €-mail to confirm prices and availability. om , 


ES0 Maha Fest ESD Han Solo joss 
Pe Hoot 21 Dack-A 
$1,103,00 | AFA Be Sh, ee, Bee 
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THINGS TO LOOK OUT FOR IN 
EPISODE EPISODE 19 [I 


Miele IP IN IN| OMI I2 INIAIG |e 


WITH EPISODE | RETURNING TO THEATERS ALL OVER THE WORLD, HERE ARE SOME 
COOL pt TO LOOK OUT FOR.. 







Ft LIGHTSABER KEY 


re used to seeing Lightsabers weed in combat, but for the first 
ae Wwe $00 an allernakivg ae for ihe lightsaber, a& Oui Gon 
allempis io cul through a dion 


aa ll = = Rte? tas us? 4 \ 





A FORCE RUN 
The first and only times, oddity enough, that we see the bedi use their 
“Pence rum” ability ina Star tars ererwie! 





# JAR JAR GETS REAL! | eo 3 NA 
Look gut farihe enky shots inthe nove in whieh Jar Jar ign” A GETTING HAIRY 


computer generated. They occur in ihe scene where the heres " “ ai 4 
Gungan gets numbed by the Podracer’s pawer coupling. ie ea Menece is the only time we see Obi-Wan without 
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A. ONE SHOT WONDERS! 


Boss Mass. Kitsier, Wald, Rec Obie, and Captain Panaka are major speaking characters 
that appear only in this movie. 








A NABOO 10 MCNULTY 


Dornénic West, later to star in The Wire, 
plays a Maboo quand. 





The Paoniom Menace marks the only time we see the ripple effect” viewscreen on the 
Trade Federation ship, The sound tinct wea Inspired byt [Flash Gordon serials. 





> NAME THAT 
HANDMAIDEN! 


Look out for Pirates 
of ife Canihbean 
star Keira Kinighaly 
as Padmérs boyall 
handmnasden, 
Sabe [righap 

Director Sofia 
Coppola plays 
anathar ef Padres 

handmasdens, : 
Sachd [belowl. 


























A FROM WARS TO WHO 


The actress Lindsay Ouncan, whe volo 
TC-14, was a short-lived assistant ta 
Doctor Who in a 200% episode called 

- “The Waters of Mars” 
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URINE E CONCEPTUAL STAGE OF PREPRODUCTION ON 7HE PHANTOM MENACE ARTISTS PITCHED 
BATTLE ie -EPTS SHOWING THE JEDI-LED ATTACK ON THEED BEFORE PENETRATING THE “HANGAR 


DURING THE FILM'S CLIMACTIC BATTL E. THIS SET ( OF NEVER SEEN-BEFORE ST ORYE }0ARDS, 




















ILLUSTRATED BY ED NATIVIDAD, -EATURES OBI-WAN AND QUI-GON JINN IN AJEDI VS. DROID BATT 
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STAR WARS EPISODE | THE PHANTOM = 
MENACE \SBACKINTHEATERS © 

~ AND—FOR THE FIRST TIME —IN 3D. 
_JWARINZLER SPOKE WITH 
~ INDUSTRIAL LIGHT & MAGIC’S JOHN pas 
~ KNOLL ABOUT THIS NEW STEP FOR 

‘THE SAGA. 




















ow lar back dows the idea of 

Star Wars in 30 go? 

Toward the end of working on 
Epizade Ill, Rick McCallum, George 
Lucas, and | started seaing JD samples, 
| remember seeing a reel where a bunch 
of scons had been ripped fram OVOs 
from varidues lili, intluding Star Wars. 
| remember feeling that a lot of the space 
and (he dimensions werent quite right 
onit, but | thought it was pretty neat and 
so cool ie sae it im 30. | remember George 
saying al ihe time, feah, | think | want to 
de this,” 


So when did yau get the call te work on 
this prapect? Was the plan just to da 
Episode I? 

[bwas presented ba me thal Gearge Warned 
to do all of dhe movies, and that he was 
going to start with Episode | and just 

dive inte it and see. Tha! was aboul two 
years ago 


You've been critical of conversions of 
movies info 3D, because they're often 
dome toa cheaply or too quickly. Were you 
able to get the tine and the money that 
you wanted? 

Yes. | was wary concanned about doing this, 
and [ve been a preity vocal crilic aboul some 
of the previous eHerts wherd | felt that they 


jusl weren't good enough for the theater 
licke? price, Sonee of the conversions hawe 
in fact been & deirection from ihe tlat version 
of the movie, 

Sol was concerned that It we were going 
io go inte this, we had to be able to hit a 
level of quality that | was comfortable about 
being associabed with. Before | said yes, 
l wanted ta seq seamen evidence that we 








could het (hal quality level on ihe achedule 
and the budget that we were going bo have. 
We had aboul a degen test shoals thal we sent 
out. | hawe a Lot of opinions about evhat | like 
and doen't like in 3D, and | was pretty uphrant 
with the group about my orileria. 


These were external people? 
We ware using Prime Focus for the work, 











I gave them my guidelings and fen we went 
through Fee iterations where | would give 
them a critique, and finally we settled om 
some sheds that lwas preily happy with. We 
get bo a place where | was satishied with the 
look and, as far | was conceried, If they could 
hat this. quality level consistently for the 
whole thing, then we'd have a deal, 


Whaon you start a conversion, do you start 
from the beginning of the middle ar 
the end? 

We worked inanodd order, because 
with Episode |, we were also doing a 
restoration, (ne of the first questions 
that my Associate ¥FX Supervisor, 
Donne Huebler, and | realized, was 


‘The iconic action aequances af 
Episeda I—such as the Podirace 
and the Battie of Maboo—will 


bt even mare epic in 20128 


thal il we were qaing to lake his movie 
and cut it up into 7,000 separate pieces, 
we had an opportunity ie upgrade what 
those 7,000 separate pieces are. lt seemed 
like we had a pertect opportunity to go 
back and creste 4 cleaner, sharper, and 
purer version of the movie, 

In fadt, the window was closing on thal; 
these archive tapes don't last forewer and 
they haven | been meticulously catalogued 
and archived because mo one though’ that 
was really the master af the film, 30 It 
wasn't clear thal we were going to be able 
ta find all of them, 


Where did you find them? 
They Were if a variety af Places. DL was 
some work to find them and we found 
4Boul 78 percent af [hem So we Went 
hack to ihe original material, and if you 
leak, you're actually seeing about aight 
percent more movie than in the original 
release. Inthe original, there was a little 
bil of crapping, so 
you lost a little bat 
‘af information. We 
hawe slightly more 
of an image new, 










The process. is, one ee” is the movie as 
yal ve already seen i and we're erealing 
a synthetic lett ayo or right eye. You shift 
everything over, 50 if you imagine a stereo 
pair, the other eye ig shilhed over a hithle 
hit horizontally. Here does. the image 
change when you move over horizontally? 
Bverysihing in the image shills a lithe bal 
horizontally, proportional to its depth. So 
if pou take depth information and use that 
ba Kind of shift everyihing aver a Little Bik, 
you re kind of simulating what a view from 
4 second eve looks like. For all the objects 
that haw depth discontinuities om then 
Jsomething that's in the foreground over 
something thats in the background, mow 
that ewerthing has shitted ower a little 
bit, you can see around it toa part of the 
image thal wasn jhere, da you have bo 
reconstruct that part of the hackground 
that wasn't there. That's a process called 
if-f ill ana its Whe east labar-inlersive 
part of the whole thing. 


lt youre working on it for such along time, 

doesn't it strain the eyes, or was it just Like 

Leaking at any kind of visual effect? 

Until youve getien ba the place where it's 

low eype-strain stered, it's high eye-strain 

Serea! So, yes, Ural canbe hard and a lot 

of tha raviows [od ihe dootage] werd wary Lang. 
Episode | is a long movie, so we were 

beying ba design a ED emperience thal was 

going to feel natural and give you a good 

sense of presence, but ideally wouldn't 

qiv@ you 4 headache when was over! 

But these sterce reviews, whore we 

were Looking atin-progress sbufl, were 

Sombealinies fave hairs long and they 

were bound to give us a headache! 


Was Boerge inwalved lin any of those 
revirw sessions? 

Pericdically. We would go through enough 
iborations until we elt Like it was getting 
close, doven te the finishing touches, and 
then we would show tlic Gearge and get 
his lead back. 


So did George see the whole mowie ag if 
was Improwed 

Yes. We weren't doing the reels in order, 
6o he daw individiwal peelo—bal mal ins 
sbory order=uniil wo had gotten an approval 
from him on all those reels. Then he saw a 
later iberation where weed done & final polish 
on allof those, and then we sav it all the way 
throwgh, in onder, so we could see bev it 

rar as @ full ea-aed-a—hall-haur pee, 


AND ALFRE| 


HITCHCOCK'S ova 


Tidile Ladiial 
WERE QALY GIVEN A 





Wore hore any tunny moments with hin or 
moments you recall where things weren't 
working well? 

He seemed preity happy with hen if was 
going. 45 youre warking omit, you look 

At the overall depth of 3 sequence and 
you're doing what sqems to be the right 
thing for an individual shot. But when you 
[ke 4 big Step back and lack al how the 
whole mavie tows, wie felt like it would be 
geod to include a couple of sbromger sbereo 
mormenbe: i'd be good if at the beqenning 
of the movie we made that a Little Bik 
stronger...or this section here is feeling 
BLille subHwed,..0 maybe we can see if 
we can find a half a dozen shots to make 
this. just a little bit stranger. The need for 
things like that dagcal elien present itgell 
until you're looking at an almost-finished 
version of the whole movwe. 


Were there some scenes that worked 
really well or hat you were particularly 
happy with? 

It's interesting that what makes good 
slerea opportunities is olen very 
countor-intuitive, A lot ot poople think 
that the big 20 moments are going 

lo be big) apace ballle sheis and, for 
instance, the Podrace. But much of the 
time you're looking at wide shots, which 
are where all the spectacle happens— 
but with nothing particularly close to 
camera, there aren’t a lot of great 3D 
Opportunities, Thera definitaly is depih, 
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30 MOVIES REALLY STARTED 10 GAIN POPULARITY 
IN THE 19505, WITH RELEASES SUCH AS AOUSE 
OF WAX (1953), AND FRE CREATURE FROM THE 
BLAGW LAGOON (1754). 
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John Koll 26 vised) AWeels superasar al 
Industrial Light & Magie (ILM. 

bn 1967 he aad his breather, Thomas, began 
Work on the creation af Adebe Phatoshop, 

sie Visual Elfacts on the 197 

Special editions of the original trilogy. and an 
He aloo served as ILM 5 

iF Star Trek Generations 
ateet [1796], and Janos 


ihe Star Wars prequel, 


weedal elects 3 


Cameran’s Ava J 
tie Carkbh [2004] sean hh 
tha Academy Award for Bost Visual Elfacts. 

in S007, he was ranked 410 on Entertainment 
Mickiy's rundown of ihe S0 smartest people in 
Hollywood, He made cameo appearances as 
Riya Kirsch in Episode |, as Tannen Praji and 
a fire fighter pilot in Episode Mil. 


but it's not eye-popping depth. The best 
40 comes in the more quiet character 
moments, because you're in close with 
your characters and there are lois of 
depth opportunities there. 


Were there some scenes that were quite 
difficult te do because of the 3D? 

Yeah, there are definitely pathological 
cases for 30 conversion and Star Wars ia 
full of (hem. For example: the holograms. 
Things thal are very hard to do 30 
Conversion on are transparent object, so 
basically every pixel you're leaking al is 4 





mixture of something that's close 

and something that's far away. Glass, 
holograms, the glows on the edges of 
lightsabers and lasers and spacecraft 
engines; with all of those things, you want 
part of it ta be close and par of il to be 
futher away and that’s hard. 


Soa did you have to re-animate any of 

thal shull? 

No, mainty because is old enough maw 
twe did thal wark more than a dozen years 
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IPa nist just ioe all-acton ececes Ihat | 


will shine indo, Bapectio deal port of | 
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John Knecti taken « breek from 


helping Grievous wreak bawoct 


ago] that we wse different compositing 
systems and shot direcbors back-ups. 

We keep them for a certain amount of 
time but after a decade elapses, nobody 
really bothers keeping hardware to read 
thal sbuff ar ald Systeme thal can tun dhe 
soltware that was used back then, Even 
though it's anly TZ or 13 years old, i's old 
enough that we ded have complete back- 
tps Lat level of de ail. important things 
like CG madels af spaceships ard hase 
aseels thal we theaighl we would wand to 
ie again are all very carefully preserred, 
bul sore other video effects werent 
really saved, 


How Long did it take to complebet 

lh actually only took about 10 mantis, 

Wo had lengar in the schedule, But we 
were pretiy much dene a tow ments 
ahaad of thie Fabriary, 2002, reledse 
date. Ididn't want bo have an intimidating 
Gradline, and we wantid to make Sure we 
had enough time in the schedule to really 
pet it right. Im fact, we had more time 
than we really needed. 


What are your hopes for the movie? 

lt was dechinitely not an objective te have 

an in-your-face, “Wow, look at how Jo 

this is" experience. The idea was to try 

and make if was as naturalistic as possible, 
as though we hadn't really shot it with 
stereo cameras. So, there's really no 
gemmicky stuff poking out into ihe camera; 
it's really more of an immersive thing. 
20, when it’s best used, is an immersive 
process. You feel more like you're lhere 
wiinessing the eveni—and what 
better universe to want bo be 
immersed into and to visit than 
the exotic werld of 
Slar Wars? ie 
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[arth Maw: Aa Menace! | Star Wars: Episode | The Phantom Menace 20 
Darth Maw: 430 Menace! i 

[oarth maw: 40 Menace! | will ba released on February 10, 2012 
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What is your favorite Star Wores film and winy? 
That's 4 very difficult one. The first one taunehed — 
the whole thing and ithas all the eniginal characters 
In Sheard te pul anything else ahead of thal. 
lf were to start rating them, | would say Thre Gmpire 
| Sinkes Gack was a favorite because | was a by 
special effects geck. |LM pulled out all the stops 
Pon that shaweAl that time doing optlcals against 
ing against a white background 
= was unheard of. Those guys did it impecably, 
so that ane holds a special place in my heart for being 
an effects grok. Ireally enjoy The Phantom Menrce 
because [rn a big Liam Neeson fan, and Ewan 
McGregor’s Obi-Wan is fantastic. If | had to rate 
Lheern, Fd Saya Wien 6, The Enigire Sirikes Back 
and Tre Phaniom Menace. 


When did you first become aware ol Star Wars? 
think | read about it in a local newspaper, prior 
ta the release of the mayvia in 1977, The reviews 

in the paper said the movie was about a Farm boy 
whe, with the help of twa robats and a hermit 
wizard friend, goes to rescue 6 princess. They had 
a picture of tea Stormiroopers with the caption 
“The rebate C-3PO and R2-D2." | thought, Mow, 
OM! /'m nat sure afoot this! fF looks fie twa guys 
in suits, if pod aan one! 1 course, they had it all 
wrong. | went tose the movie and it was great. 


Bull almost didn't go, based on the picture they 
had in the review. 
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STEPH BN STANTON PERETRE lA a 
RKIN WAS ONE OFT i 
TS SOF eles Hi3 









Mitkas VOICE ACT 
DISCUSS HOW HE GREW UP WIT 


INTERVIEW: MARK N EWBOLD & JAB {ES BURNS 

































fe you have a Javorite een: a # 
ireally do anjoy that scene whe i 
Peter Cushing and Vader bt: “ 

inta the conference reer an i . 
make their sppearance. 7. | z 


Probably the 
one Dave Filond 
gave me on my 
very First flame 
Mars S25 Sion 
He caid, There 
you go, Slows, 
TIE fighter!" It's 
athome sitting 
animy shell 





=. - I4FERIAL TIE FIGHTER 


eenEr pienea Can you reveal semothing about 
yourself that will surprise 
Star Wars fans? 
ma huge Los! fa Seece lan, because 
thats what | had growing wp as a wid, 
There were beo science fichlan shows 
en when |was akid and they were 
Star Trek and Lesf in Seace. My Mom 
used ba say we could never walch 
table at home! tt was fn Star Trek when [was a kid because 
# Podcast: my autograph i= iol L lused to say “They talk teo much!" 
Was one of tho pric. : ——— ae Gl And destin Space was monsters 
“Naneunbarad it Bw! i = and rebeds and action. | have all £3 
d epidades on OVE. | eoulder't wail fer 
thar fo come out. A let of people whe 
went to ste Star Marswere fans of 
F alot of other things, because that’s 
Whal wos your reaction to seeing j of alle had in those days, the old 
Star Wars for the farsa tine? : = Miewing and Whatever Was am TY: 
Iwas preity much like most people. Time Torme/, Lana of the Giants, that 
Iwas blown away. | was a big sci-fi! kind of thing, ob 
monster movie nut. Star Mars came | 
out arid ik w &,  Haly Kenobi. : : 
I didn’t know they could do stult E ; [5-7 EXPANDED 
like this! 3 
4 lecal department store had a . : Become a fan on Facebook: 
15-minute digest version of Star Wars, : ” : 
on Super & lil. Buel ef wasnt the whale 


mown, Iwas $274.95, which was a lot of y bye \ } — | UN IVERSE 


af 
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money in those days! 
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WING 
ON THE FORCE 


ARTISTS PAUL POPE AND FRANK 
QUITELY, WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED 
TO THE DAZZLING NEW BOOK S/4R 
WARS ARF COMICS, EXPLAIN HOW 
THE SAGA HAS INFLUENCED THEIR 
AWARD-WINNING WORK. 


INTERVIEWS: JONATHAN WILKINS 
& MARTIN EDEN 


Paul Poqe's take on thee Jaane capture if A2-O2 (eetch, abowe! and the 


Ro Se ee ee 
- Th aod» Hate 





PAUL POPE 


lt says in Star Wars Art: Comics that you 
saw the first Star Mors movie when it 
opened, and than saw it four mare times! 
Four more times inthe oponing week! I've 
seen the film countless times since then 


Have the Star Wors movies influenced your 
own comics and artwork? 

Yes, particularly aree Iwas able te start 
looking at the concept art for the films. 
[have all the art porifolios and “Art of” 
baoks, going all the way back te the ‘Ds. 

| read a Lotof them as a kid. 

Ralph McQuarrie—who, to me, defined 
the look of the films and gave the tilins 
their unique presence—has been a big 
influence on my vesual approach to science 
fictlan, Alea, hats off to Joo Johnston and 
Hilo Radis-Jamero, who both contributed 
4 lel ol pawerful designs and visuals and 
deserve a Lot of credit. 


How did your Star Wars strip come about? 
Igot a call irom Jonathan Rinzler, a vwenter 
and chief editer for LucasBooks. He and 
George Lucas apparently really liked ray 
comics, particularly my take on Batman in 
Batman Fear Tn. 


Did you choose to draw this scene or was 
ik Suggested? 

They gave ma carte blanche, which was 
great. | re-wateled the films and centered 
in on my own faverile scenes, | wound wp 
doing tive ploces whon they initially asked 
for only ane. [like the idea of the contrast 
af harsh envirannents and sanmewhal 
fragile techmolegy, so | went for the droids 
in the desert, and the probet on the ice 
planel, | wanted te contrast lhe megdral- 
natural with the doliberately man-made. 


looks like you had a lot at fun drawing 
Chewie and the droid! 

| mever tried to draw Chevwie before, but he 
hag a weary sympathetic lace, and | like to 
draw animals, so he was fun to draw. Amd 
the probe droid is just so cool—l love how 
Spidery and menacing he is, 


INSIDER [Es] 


George Lucas personally approved the strip. As a long-time fam, 
whal did that mean to you? 

It's great, since his films and universes have given me so much 
over the years. | have a good relationship with both ILM and 
LucasAris, and fve been outto Skywalker Ranch a couple of 
limes. It makes sense thai George would like my Stull, since he 
was an admirer of 704 French science ficlion comics by Moebsus 
and JC Mezieres, and soar |. 


lt you could draw any other Sar Wars characters, which would 
you chose? And which would you aveid? 

[like all the draids, really. The bourly hunters are deol, Cd awaid 
Any culesy characters, all ihe kids, and (he “Muppets.” 


EG insiper 


ATueien Ralder 
scavenging the 
Jundiand Wastes 
asiride hls 
rusty Bartha 

by Paul. Proper, 


Luke Skywalker, 
ded! Kniget, arrties 
at Jabta's palace 
by Paul Pope, 





Oo you have any plans to do more Star Mars art? 

Wilhout being too coy, bel's say we we been talking about something 
bigger based on George's reaction io the pieces I've done for thie book. 
We're kicking around a pretty cool idea. 


And finally, what projects can we leak foraard to seeing from 

you in the near fulure? 

My meal tee lange graphic nowel propecis— Failing Boy and my own 
science fickon story, THE—are both forthooming Irom First Second 
Beaks. | alee haw a project wilh 6 French publisher, Darpaud, i lhe 
Quewe—a book abaul lucid dreaming, called Paychenaul, Gnd there 
ore (he oonesional Illustration gigs ce silkstreens or album covers 
here and there, Maying busy heaps mie aul of ireuble! 


Han and Chewie 
fake out a probe 
dredd in Pope's take 
on this clawsic geene 
fram Tie Soraire 
Shits Gack 





Paul Pope is an American alternative come artist and writer whe was born ln Philadelphia and now lives in New York. His first 
major published work appeared in 1995 wilh his sci-fi series THE, and he also worked for Japanese manga publisher Kodansha 
ona series called Supertroubls. Soon alter, he started working for major American publishers Dark Horse [on his 
scl-lfecyberpunk Heavy Liguéd series) and Vertigo [on the black-and-white fulure-soap 100%]. 

Since then, Pope has worked on several projects with Marvel, OC, and Vertigo, He won the Elsner Award for Best Short Stary 
for DC's Sale #4, and the Elsner for Best Writer/Artist for the Gatman: Year 100 mini-series, both in 2007. 

In 2007, AdHowse Books released Pulpiope: The Art of Paul Pope, a 224-page collection of Pope's paintings and come 
artwork. He [5 currently working on two new graphic novels, Pattling Boy from First Second Books and Psyehenaut from 


France's Darguard. 


FRANK 
QUITELY 


Are you part of the generation that 
grew Lip with Star Wars? 

Yas, lam, but i didn't actually see Star 
Wars when | was younger [rm naw 

43 and Isaw 4 New Hope when | was 
aboul 30, My wile bought me alll six 
movies, soloould dosomeresearch —£ 
before doing the plece for Star Mars 
Art: Comics. 

I realize mow that the films 
actually were an influence on 
me—even though | hadn't actually 
seen them—just because the Star 
Woers aesthetic is so ingrained and 
interwoven inte all aspects of pap 
culture, and in turn has had an 
influance on sci-fi and in comics, 


How did you come to be approached i 
to contribute te Star Wars Arts 
Comics? 
Jhad just come back froma 
convention in America, and | had this 
big list of emails in my inbox and there 
was one [ram Jonathan Ringler trom 
Lucasfilm. It was an offer te dea piece 
for this book and it wasa tetal bolt out 
of the blue. 

The remit was so loose, It was 
basically: De whatever | wanted. 
li was a total dream praject! 4nd : 4 J 
then | saw a list of all the guys whe | , i ao 
were invited todo a piece. It was a E- Epes = Cash 
great list and great company fo be Ts ef first 
in¢luded with. : F 





Was the finished plece your [dea or was place? Why has the light happened? You more $0 than ihe filmsé—they re actually 

there anything else you came up with? can just make up your own story. okay with a tasteful amount af gare. 

[had the idea straight away that | wanted 

to do something detailed that you could | love the fact that it's quite gory. lf the chance came up for you to revisit 

spend some time looking at. lactually asked Lucastilm what the deal the Star Wars galaxy, what would you 
lalsa liked the ambiguity of it; Why was with ihe amount of blood we couldhave. like to draw? 

were they in this sleary dive in the first They said that with the camics—maybe even Gash, | don’t know, The Tusken Raiders 


are vary cool, | think | wauld want te do 
something Like that rather than something 


Scottish sequential artist Frank Quitely first started working in comics on that ls set in space, 

the Scottish indie title Electric Soupin 1990, writing and drawing 4 strip 

called The Greens, His work in this magazine brought him ta the attention De you have anything else coming up soon 

ofthe editer af the UKs 200040, who hired him te work on the Shimura and that readers might be interested in? 

Missionary Man strips. Soon after, Quitely was working an shart stories far The deluse versian of We is out and it's got 

Paradox Press and Dark Herse, until he made his blg U.S, mainstream 10 extra story pages that [the writer] Grant 

break on Vertigo's Flex Mentallo mini-series, eritten by Grant Morrison. Morrison basically had to trim from the 
Quitely than werked on several projects for Vartiqa, and has collaborated original treatment because it was too long, 

frequently with writer Grant Marrigon on projects such ag SLA: Earth 2, Wes, the Flex Mentalie ig oul, and (heres a buneh of 

final issue of The favisibles, All-Star Superman, and Satman and Robin. Morrison extras at the back of that. 

and Quilely also enjoyed a fairly long run on Marvel's New X-Men, while Qullely’s AL the rare, Minn working with Grant 

Emma Frost art for the cover of New X-Men #116 remains one of comics most Morrison again doing ane of his Mufiversipe 

leonle covers of all time. He also produced various covers for Marvel and DC, berks: It's a one-shot and it's called 

4nd ¢ollaborated with Mark Millar on the centraversial series The Autharrity. Pax Americana, featuring ihe Charltan 
Quitely has wan Eisner and Harvey awards for his work on We? and charactors, After that, fim doing a creator: 

All-Star Supernan. eened praject with Mark Millar at lmage, 


so it's all gal Wh 
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Thea Image A. Padawan, 
fbedies, anda 
Jedi Maaler. Mote 
the bathroom, bap right, Thee 
fifat rolerence bo be 


Qullley's rough cvsline for 


the completed pecs, 
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APPRECIATING A GALAXY OF CHARACTERS INTHE STAR WARS SAGA 


fee Shar Wars saga ts full of 
elements ceriain io please 
BudiACES, [Pom epe-pop peng 
special affects to spacesfantasy 
storytelling that explores 
ancient theres, Boul withoul its 
marvelous casi of characters 
and their interactions, these 
amazing elects and classic doeries would 
fail bo conmect with the audience. 

Our first inimaduction io the galazy far, 
lar away carne wilh A Kew Hope, leith in 
the saga, but first in theaters. Episode Iv is 
underrated a5 a character movie, with an 
ensemble ol archetypal heres and villains 
given some intriguing twists. 

8 
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Luke Skywalker is ihe protagonist, 

a good-hearted but naive farm boy who 
carries he audience along wilh bith as hie 
escapes his humdrum lite on Tatooine for 
adventure among the stars. Lube is the 
character were encouraged to bdlenkify 
with, for all of us have yearned to escape 
our mundane exisience, or to discover 
ihat we have an imporlance we ewer 
guessed at. 

Luke's foil is the mercenary gunslinger 
Han Solo, Han is cynical where Luke is 
idealistic, claiming to look out for himaelt 
abowe all else, Besides offering a 
eenirasting point of view la Lake's, 

Han serves as an cscope valwe for the 


audience —by raising an eyebroe at 
mystical talk of the Force, he keeps 4 Mew 
Hope 46 greunded a6 space opera 2an be, 
Because Han doubts for us, we don't have 
fo suspend our own dizbeliel 
Then there's Princess Leia Organa, 
the damsel in distress locked away im 
a technological castle by an evil warlord. 
Leia’s cry lor helpis the slarting poand lor 
Luke's quest, which will make him a hero. 
The story of 4 New Hope is given 
Feomenioen by Une oontlicl beled be 
three principal characters’ different points 
of wiew—Luke, Han, and Leia spend 3 good 
éhunk of the mevie arquirg ard jousting 
for position. They're supported by ather 
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archetypal characters—a wise old sage 
and mentar Obi-Wan Kenabil, a loyal 
sidekick [Chowbaccal, and two posters 
[2-3F 0 and R2-O2)}—and opposed by 
Darth Vader, whose Black armor ard 
gargoyle mask identify him instantly 

as the villain. 

Bil Gaarge Lucas gives these archetypes 
intriguing twists. Princess Leia is mo 
helpless. maiden—she defies Vader, orders 
her rescudrs around, and proves capable 
of shooting her way out of travble. Despite 
hes great strength, Chewbacca isnt just 
muttlo—=ten's a capable star pilot amd sores 
as. Man's conscience. Threepio and Arica 
offer comic relied, bul alse rescue ihe 
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heroes. und the fearsome Vader is actually 
a slightly pathetic figure in A New Hope— 
he takes orders tren ihe chilly techracrat 
Grand Moff Tarkin and is mocked by 
bureaucrats who dismiss him asa relic of 
an abselebe nadigion, [i's a heavy fall tram 
being the Chosen Gine just one film earlier. 
Linking the characters lagether im Obi- 





Wan Kenobi, brought wonderfully to 
life by Alec Quiriness. Obi-Wan plays 
a crucial role for the audience: He 
shows us how to think of and treat 
each range characler we meas, 
It's Obi-Wan who teaches us that the 
drotds are individuals and not mere 
machines: thal Jawas deserve linerals; 
dhat Chewie ism‘ an animal; and that Han 
hae 8 certain substance despite being a big 
talker, Obi-Wan isn't just Lukes guide ta 
the galawy far, far away—he's also ours. 
in The Empire Strikes Back, Lucas and 
Lawrance Kasdan up the ante by putting 
the focus.on character, helped immeasurably 
by levin Kershners big-heaseed direction, 
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The key turns.in &srovre's plot are driven 
5 fal so ruck by evens bul by character; 
Luke's decision to conbrant Vader despite 
7 Obi-Wan and Yoda's warnings, Vader's 
athernge ba turn the Emperors plan te 
eliminate Luke ta his own advantage, 
and Lando Calrissian’s decision that he's 
had enough of the Empires bad bargains. 
Two se¢parabe character dramas propel 
Empire through the middle act between 
the fight an Hoth and the confrontation 
on Cloid City, Han and Lada’s romance 
grees Harrison Ford and Carrie Fisher 
plenty to work ‘lh, 
branspesing the 
Rirtatious feuding of old 
screwball comedies to an 
asteroid field 
Meanwhile, Luke 
struggles with his 
Pecponsibiities bo the 
Jedi and ta his friends. 
Mark Hamill deserves 


more credit for his work on Empire than 
he gels; Ferd and Fisher play olf each 
oiher but, for most of the movie, Hamill 
is essentially alone, acting opposite 
Puppels. snakes, and shuntmen he 2on'e 
hear above the roar of wind machines. 
Meat time you see Empire, watch the 
emotions play oulan Luke's face aa he 
absorbs Vader's devastating revelation, 
and think about Hamill having to make 
the stene wark despite responding ba 
Placeholder lings ha can barely hear, 
li's impressive. 


HAN AND LEIAS ROMANCE 
TRANSPOSES THE FLIRTATIOUS FEUDING 
OF OLD SCREWBALL COMEDIES TO AN 


ASTEROID FIELD. 





Those two stories take cenier-siage, 
bul ather characters new and old hawe 
nice moments, too. Yoda, brought 
marvelously to life by Frank Oz, is 
€ Curious Mixture of wise and hargh, 
aliernataly driving Luke pitilassly 
through his Jedi training and offering 
warm lessans ifn Force-crall, Yoda's 
explanation of the Fores, with the 
terrific line “Luminous beings are 
we ts one of fhe saga's highlights. So 
is the gulat moment alter Yoda lewitates 
Luke's sunken £-wing to shore. The 
young Jedi trainee touches 
the eralls nage in dishelial 
[a great little moment in its 
own night), then tells Yoda 
thal he daesnt believe i, 
“That is why you Fall.” Yoda 
replies, a line &hat's blunt 
Biel at criel, 

Elsewhere in Empire, 
there's 3 wonderful scene in 


2] Finatty! Han and Leia show their true 
| factings far each atnar, 


a 





4 Mark Mari provers chat bee 
lip 6 the challenge aa Like 


which a captive Chewbacca tries to calm 
his. nerves by reconstructing C-3PO, and 
fast and dunny feuding betwoon Thraepia 
and Artes once the droids are reunited on 
Cloud Cily. Briel, wordless moments 
sparkle, foo; When Chewle attacks the 
stormtroopers in the carbon-freeze 
chamber, Boba Felt raises his gun, only 
to have Vader coolly slap the barrel down. 
4nd give some credit to David Prowse— 
he may nol have provided Vader's vote, 
but he gave the Sith Lord his implacable, 
inhuntied stride, which is as much a part 
of his character a3 ihe rasp of his breath 
mask or James Earl Jones's lines. The 
characters and their relationships are 


well-established by the time of Return of 
fhe Jed, in whith Luke achiewes has 
Oeetiny, Bul again, character drives kay 
plot bwists: Luke defeats the Emperor by 
refusing 1¢ heed the advice 

cof Obl-iWan and Yoda. Thay see Vader as 
more machine than man, but Luke reaches 
Angkin Skywalker where he sluimbers 
within the shell of Vader, eventually 
awakening the good in him. The 
canlrontation balween Luke and Vader 
on Endor is all the more tense because 
it's fought with words, mot lightsabers. 
The emotianal high point is Vader's quiet, 
almost despairing “itis too late for me, 
son, and lhe scene ends with Vader 








staining out into the morning mist afber 
Luke is taken away. Later, Luke has 
a mement of hardswon triumph after ha 
pulls. himseld back from the brink of the 
dark side by refusing to Bill Wader, Tessing 
his saber away, he tells the Eeperar that 
“lam a Jedi, like my father before me.” 
The Emperor accepes the failure of Ais 
plan with chilling brevity: “So be it... dedi.” 

The prequels lanpely explore the 
development of ane character: Wnakin, 
whom we know is destined to fall and 
became Darth Vader. Jake Lloyd and 
Hayden Christlansen shew us Anakin's 
fury. his struggles with himself, and his 
earning for order and power and famaly— 
alll parts af hig character that romain after 
his transformation into Vader. [And are now 
being further explored in The Clone Afers.| 

Throughout the proquel trilogy, Lucas 
contrasts dnakin's story with Luke's, 
playing wilh the ides of dawbles in the 
storytelling. Anakin and Luke begin by 
leading oddly parallel lives: Both The 
Phanion Menace are A Mew Hope bell the 
story of a precocious young pilot who longs 
fo escape Tatooine, dees so with the help 
afa Jedi mentor, falls in lave with royally 
hunted by a Sith warrior, and comes of 
age by prowing himself in a climactic 
Space battle with W2-OF riding shotgun, 
(Characters are doubled, too: Amidala and 
her handmaidens repealediy assume each 
athers roles, while Senalor Palpatine if 
secretly Garth Sidious. 

There are diferences, of course, 
beginning wiih the Jodi mentors, 
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Qul-Gew Jinn: Happy io bend 
the rules bo achlews his sims 


Anakin ache is Qui-Boen Jinh, the 
most interesting character in the prequel 
trilogy. As played by Liam Neeson, 
Qui-Gen is 4 Jedi wilh all manner af 
shades of gray in his character, a rebel 
against the established Jedi Order who 
heeds no Sulhocity except the will of the 
Farce, Ona al tha pleasures of Episode I 
is watching him improvise, gamble, 
and cheat to achieve his objectives, 
Qui-Gen parlays Queen fumidala’s ship 
and a Podracer he doesn't own inte parts 
for a hyperdrive aod Anakin’s [reedom, 
maneuvering the haplage Walie inte 
allowing Anakin to race and putting up 
the entre fee, 

While Gui-Gon arranges things 
according to his ever-changing plan, 
he repeatedly meedies Amidala, seeing 
thrgugh her disguise as the handimaiden 
Padme. When Padmé [played by Natalie 
Portman) objects thai the Queen 
woulda’) approve of his plan, Qui-Gon 
replies witha beinkLe in his eye thag “the 
Queen doesn't need to know.” The Jedi 
Council's ecasperation wilh him is well- 
faundod: Na sooner do the Jedi harbid 
Qui-Gon to train Anakin than he's 
tesching the boy about midi-chlorians 
and here listening ba theern val, 
show him the will of the Force. 

As the younger Obi-Wan, Ewan 
McGregor does line work channeling 
Alec Guinness's accent amd vocal 


WATCHING OBI-WAN AS A WISECRACKING GALACTIC 
TRAVELER GIVES US A SENSE OF HIS LONELINESS IN 
EAILE ON TATOOINE. 
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Po) Obi-Wan ard Lobe reunited 
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cadences, but he also makes the character 
has crash, giving hin & Wil What cleverly 
foreshadows Gulnnass's quiet humer in 
the original trilogy. 

The deeper ve qa inka the prequels, thee 
more we soo the characters of the classic 
trilogy in new ways. Watching Obi-Wan as a 
wisecracking gqalacies lrayelar—as we da in 
Athret of fhe Clones-gives us some sense of 
his loneliness in exile on Tatooine, and how 
momantaus his anecuntar with Luke im 
Episode [¥ must have been after all those 
years. Obi-Wan also gels one of the best 
charactor-driven lines in Revenge of the 
Sih: When Amidala confirms that Anakin is 
the father of her uabern children, his reply 
is a quidily devastating, “lim so sorry.” 

The prequels make us reassess minor 
characters, toa, Episode ll reintredueces 
us ta Owen Lars, Luke's uncle from 4 Nie 
Heae. In Episode IW, Uncle Geen seems 
like 4 self-centered, natren-minded man, 
determined to keep Luke on the farm. 

But like Luke, there was a lot we didn't 
Wnidarstind than, “lter learning of Likes 
trud parentage and secing the prequels, 
Uncle Owens e Moris to Keep him home 
mow strike us as well-intontioned, ever 
noble. Owen knows al too much about 
what aywaits Luke beyond Tatooine, and is 
desperate to protect him—=awen il et reais 
the boy resents him bitterly for that. lina 
Aew Hope, bund Beru tells Owen that Luke 


as 


has too much of 
hes father in him: 
Owen's reply— 
“That's what lim 
Afraid af" = doesn 
Mmitan what ve 
thought it meant 
in VPP 7, 

As with Aetura 
of ibe Jeol, Revenge 
Of disp Sah brings. 
the sbory woven by 
the two preceding 
movies bo is 
conclusion. And 
again, (hemes are 
doubbed: lm bath, Darth Sidious sacks 
to ensnare a Skywalker to be his nee 
Silh apprentice, Character—wise, Revenge 
realty belongs to Palpatine/Sidious, whose 
seduction of énakin leads him step by step 
inla darkness. lan MeDianmid’s wark i6 & 
pleasure throughout the prequel trilegy, 
starting with hes sly maneuvering of 
Amidala in The Panton Menace, bud he 
really gets to dig inte the role im Episode il. 
Palpatine is. senacth and oily when 
dittussing Coruscant politics and 
forbidden Sith lore with Anakin, feral and 
unhinged when revealed as Sidious, and 
Possotens alenitying grandaur as the 
triumphant Emperor Palpatine, addressing 
4 cowed and deluded Galactic benate. 






























That Phantom and the Queens 
arth Sidiews anipulabes 
Queen Amidala. 


Revenge brought thee story bull circle, 
allowing us to finally see the Star Hors 
saga asa whole, Bul as much as we thrill 
to the sagas soaring siartighters and 
Clashing Lightsabers, what really keeps us 
riveted is walehing the characters we meet 
ai the heart of that story. be 
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Han and Chewie get more than they bargined for in this all-new adventure 
by David J. Williams and Mark 5. Williams, with art by Brian Rood. 


twas the moiher of all lighbniag orm. 

Huge jets of relativistic plasma surged trom the 
polar regions of the black hele, Lighting up the dark 
With landrilé of shimmering fire, There was only 

one direction fora sane pilot to go: far away, as quickly 
as possible. 

The Millenia Faloon gunned its engines and 
headed in. 

Mor was this black hole an ordinary specimen. 

Every galaay rotates around a tupermassive waren, 

but this particular one was the hub of the dwarf galaxy 
hogan as the Rishi Maze. Yao Fields of graviation, energy, 
and debris straiehed aut an all sides, Perhaps that 
labyrinth of death was the reason the galany was called 
the Maze in the first place. Perhaps, 

Han Sale didn't cara. 

What he cared about was angles amd vectors and 
flight paths: As wellas the fact thal he'd been presented 
with a challenge of the first magnitude, for onty ihe vary 
best pilots stood a chance of getting through the Maze. 
Thal was what Sole cared about, 

4nd payment. That, too. 

The truly annoying part was that so far this undertaking 
had already cost hits the highest price of all; a garl, While 
carousing at his favorite space bar back at Mos Eiskey, 
he'd been that close to geting with that mins Jenny. 
They'd flirted and fitted around one another lar 
mantis and he'd finally managed te peel her off from 
her thrang of admirers, when the broker approached 
him. Nerund Tac—dizture at ihe Merchants Guild and 
a longtinve glitterstim smuggler—said he had a run that 
required 4 coo] hand on the slick. somebody who tould 
handle rot jest the imperial Alockade of Huth space but 


whe could get through bo the very center of {he Rashi 
Maze. Tac was fronting fora group of spacers running an 
illegal energy farm deep in that maelstrom and who badly 
heeded supplies of ewery kind: phase-loop generalers, 
ramscoop coils, reseree shielding, the works..The Empire 
had the vertical space trade lane shut down, so the only 
way to reseh the cushomers was via a run dareugh thee 
radiation fields dangerously close te the galao's black 
hole. Which was all the mare reasan to drive a hard 
bargain—or else walk away entirely, 

As itwas, Han balked right up until the moment Tac 
Laid half the payment on the table and promised a tidy 
Little bons at the delivery point, By the tine they'd 
sealed the deal, Jenny had wandered off with Tork the 
Bouncer and another night of potential blige went wp 
ln smoke. By the morning, Han and Chewie were aboard 
the Faicon and running irom an imperial cruiser heil- 
Berton preventing them fram jumping oul of Ault space, 
But giving the lmperials the slip was the Falcons 
speciality and in ihe chase that followed, she more than 
lived up io her repulalban,, albeit wilh a few hils te the 
ait shielding. 

OF course, ihat was the easy park How they had 
to thread the maze, Han waltehed while the Falean's 
compuder spat out the initial parameters of the rum, 
calibrating a whole host of variables to plot lhe optimal 
Way through the tagion of obstacles, Han spread hire 
gloved fingers ower the holo-deck and began to shift 
the various indicators arcund for the tasks ahead. 

He'd laarned his lesson long age: reconfigure thee deck 
as needed and never get locked into anything. Flexibility 
wae fhe key, and Han had made sure (hat the Falcon was 
the mast Nowible shop he'd ever piloted. Ta mest, she was 








just another beat-up old freighter, 
barely capable of carrying 4 

Load beg enough ba support her 
ogeralions—but to Han she was 
belter than having your vn 
personal Star Qestroyer. He'd 
put enough special tweaks and 
ene-al-a-hind preadilicatiens inte 
her to make the falcon the 
match of any smuggling vessel 
en the Outer Rim, 

On the soreen, the radiation 
levels were dlimbieg, and on the 
Spoakers so was thee volume af 
Chewie's growls. 

“Nothing to worry sboul,” 
drawled Han. 

Chewie's barbed retort 
Pesonsted through the cock pit. 
He was dawn in ther access 
corndors, sill rumming the post- 
hypernight checks, They'd hapa 
to have some time bebween 
eailing hyperspace and entering 
thee Mame, bik wilh Imigarial ahips 
in the vicinity, they od had to forgo 
that lueury, But what Chewie 
wasn't Torgeing was conducting 
the checks manually. He was a 
stickler for caution, 

This was line by Han, Given 
that he liked taking extra risks, 
he and the Wioohkiee balanced 
gach other out. Great partnerships 
had been built on dar less. Han 
grasped (he slick and theetiled 
the falcon im, dodging past the 
photospheres of some of the 
Shars caught in ihe black hale's 
outermost orbits. A few of those 
Stars ewen had planets that the 
black hele had yet te tig loage 
from their grip: chunks of reck 
hewing clase to their suns, any 
Mimesphore lang since guadioeaed 
by the maw that filled half the 
shy. Chewie’s lace appeared on the streen—he toased 
back his head and growled to lindicate that everything 
was checking out drom the hyperspace 
june and they cauld proceed as planned, 

“Good,” said Han, “booause we already havea.” The 
Wookiee protested, but Han just kept talking ower him: 
“Tin bakin us in pave; we can waele ary meee tire af 
we want to cateh that directional beacon when it goes 
off” Tat had been its own arguement, of course—Chewte 
wasnt lao happy with the fact thal they didn’ l even kien 
the precise location of the rogue encrgy-darm, amd that 
instead, the station would signal ba them once they'd 
Aavigaied enough of (he Maze to be reachable on the 
comiinks. Ewen though Solo had replaced the falcons 
stock sensors witha moliteary grade package years aga, 
finding the beacon amongst all Ihe anergy distortions 
would be mo easy feat. He throttled the Fairon up to 
half speed and eased the ship into the gaps bebveen 
the radiation tields. These fields were shilting quickly 
enough that the Fateon's computer was working hard 
to plat the optimal flight vectors—and working avertime 
to dacior out inenerence on the instrument madings. 
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Han gated aul af the cockpat a5 he eased between 
gigantle lakes af high-ennrgy clouds, The ship shook 

as the gravitational forces increased—and then suddenly 
the radiation levels were apoking, Chewie's questioning 
growl rewerherabed through the com system. All Han 
could io was shrug agreement. 

“Gelting 4 litle hel up here,” tee said. and pul ihe 
Faican into a slow roll, flipping the cratt belly up to 
where her shields were at maximum. For a moment, 
the rad-readings held steady—and then ihey kept on 
climbing, reaching steadily toward the red, becoming 
Intense enough that the cockpet was in growing peoparcy. 
Han lel oul a curse, Given the damage ta the alt-shields, 
he'd expected this kind of development, just mot so soon. 
If ee Stayed where he was, the radiation would bail him 
trom thie inside ul, He ticked off the aubo-pilet and 
procecdécd to power down some of the ship's more 
fragile systems, 

“Chewle, prop the engineering station, | gotta close 
up the cockpit.” 

Which look only another len seconds. Han lowered 
the cackpit’s blast shielding and proceeded ta got the 


the engineering station ta 
be greeled by Chewhacea’s 
maurndul howl. 

“Wheat do you mean the 
navcen's aul?” Sela stepped 
back, gave the casing a well 
placed kick, and was rewarded 
wilh the holo-sereens flaring ta 
life. “See? The old girl lowes me. 
lgnering Chewie's skeptical 
gruirthle, he keyed the SD nav 
display's resolution to maximum. 
The aslragpation displays cembered 
onthe Mack hole as thay scrolled 
myriad dataon the rising gravity 
and energy fields. Solo's fingers 
Ganced across the touch screens, 
making micro adjustments to the 
ship's course and apeed while 
Chewie coaxed gver=greaier 
performance levels from the 
engines, 46 always, the Fafeas 
naycom anticipated moves and 
fed course corrections a5 needed. 
The computer was oo athuned to 
his piloting that Solo had long 
since come to regard it as a ihicd 
crew mmenber, Mow that trict wack 
paying off. For the next twenty 
minuies, man and machine and 
Wookioa ran ihe galarys mast 
Lethal gauntlet without incurring 
any durlher damage, £3 Uhey 
emerged fram another gap in 
the radiation fields, Solo resumed 
Scanning for (hal beacan, 

Only to find samething else 
entirely. 

The whole screen was 
alive with data.There were so 
many mass-signatunes that for 
the ¢rary moment Sele thought 
they were in dhe middle of an 
asteroid field. And then the hala- 
display crystallized: ho was 
looking ata massive cluster of 
te debris caught in & gravitational 
hie compTrer was so packet, Chowile’s Inquisitive rumble 

echoed up from the engine-room. 

“Copy thal,” said Sole. “i's 2 
ship's gravwoyard—=" But aven as 
he said that, he realized it wasn't 
quite true, Chills went up his spine 
as he realized what he really was 
looking at: mot pieces of broken 
Ships, bul rather pieces of a single 
ship....a battlecruiser, thousands 
of meters long, its spine long 








hell out af thare, making for the auwzliary Might controls. shapped by the bnpact of the gravitational fields, Yet 
atthe engineering station. Departing fram the cockpit the ship's huge axe-shaped aft seemed to be mostly 
left a bed taste in his mouth because hed have to Fly ihe intact, blunt and menacing. Strangely. there didn't 
ship entirely by instruments and holo-display, He thought appear to be any listing of this type of vessel in the 
back to his flight training days and remembered how Faloon's records, though Solo had been assured that 
the words of his old instructor Alexsandr Badure and the last system update was the most comprehensive 
the Infarmaus tactician Adar Tallon meshed. ship overvsiow one could get on ihe black market, 
Wien af! edse fails, you've aleays got your eyes. It ceriainly wasn't any kind of craft Solo had ewer 
Buf now Ae was blind. A light deveat broke oul on his encouniered, and (here were few ship designs he 
brow. It bocarea pust that little be heavier as he roachoed hedet been oxposed to during his time on the Outer Rim, 
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“Wou ewer see a ship like that?’ he asked Chewie 
a6 the Wookiee emerged fram the ship's engine roar 
wearing his welding goggles, a power-torch in ane pave. 
Chewie leaned in and took a closer look—then let outa 
series of short barks. 

“You really think it's that old?> Han frowned. “it's one 
hell of a piece of engineering. that’s for sure. Some of its 
eyslerns are Gaill lumelioning,...7 

Han trailed off as the threat computer flashed on, 
displaying halla dozen contacts peeling out of the debris 
amd meving in fast, He bet aut a low curse, His active 
scans had probably sct them off. But they were too small 
fo be fighters. Which meant... 

“This ship's got some kind of automated defense 
system, he muttered. But Chewbacca had already put 
ted aed to dagedher and was sprinting off fo the quad 
laser. Solo throttled the ship inte high=qgear; as he 
tracked the incoming drones he realized that even a 
crack shel like Chewie would be hard-pressed to destray 
them. Each drone radiated a shield much mare powertul 
than any machine of that size ought to boast. He recalled 
armother al his ilers key rules; reser mained he larey 
Mmaneuvers—just go 
straight at them! [1 wasn't 
like he had any oher 
choice. He pulled the 
Falcon’s nose up and 
punched it, 

As he did so, thee dranes 
Folled into attack position 
and unloashed a withering 
barrage of blaster cannon 
fire at the Falcon. Saba felt 
the ship buckle as he spun 
the craft on its axis to 
present the rear shields be 
his attackers. He heard the unmistakable sound of the 
Fairan’s quad lasers answering back. As Chewie scored 
a direct Ail, blowing one targel lo pieces, [he remaining 
pods broke off and angled for another Line of attack 
against ihe Falcons weakened front shielding. They were 
geing ta bring him down thraugh sheer numbers, Sele 
realized. Like wolf cats harrying prey. But even as he 
braced himself, the holodisplay caught his attention with 
rong data. Tha computer had decoded the transmipsians. 
among the defense drones. 

4nd between thoge drones and the derelict ship. 

Solo awerg unier his Groath, The ancient starship Ss 
power plant and main engine systems were still active! 
The sensors showed the bright lines of microwave 
energy Mowing fram the starship, powering the drones. 
The computer was busy trying to disable those energy 
signals, Bul wase' dl making any headway, Sill.a erazy 
idea came into Solo's head. So crazy he didn't even dare 
tell Chewie. He patted the Falcon'’s nav-computer like a 
beloved pet. 

“Don't bet ove down, baby*—and then he turned the 
Faicon sharply, sent it hurtling past the huge ship. The 
Aranes tured to pursue him while the Faleoa's computer 
went into overdrive, its signals wending their way ever 
deeper into the starship’s systems, searching for the 
behemoih’s engines, 45 the Falcon shot past the huge 
craft's rear, the drones opened fire at a range that was 
allfoo close; Han’s chair shook os the Fafoon’s shields 
want lite thee rod. He heard Chowle's howls of anger 
sounding from the quad-laser turret. But as the drones 
Closed infor the KILL te Faltans compuler found what it 
was looking for 


INSIDER 


[Han] recalled another 
of hie futor’s hey 
Pules: never mind the 
fancy maneuvers—just 
go straight af Ehem! 


“Do nt," Han said through gritted teeth. 

—and ordered the gian! elarship's engines lo ignite 
a full burn. White heat surged across the pursuing 
drones, detonating them ina series of flashes. Mext 
marten, the burn ceased, the long-derelicl raacter 
exhausted, All that was left of the drones was more 
debris. The momentum of the starship’s engine-block 
carried if forward into the nest piece of wreckage, which 
in turn slammed against the forward section. A nasty 
chain reaction was undervay, but Han wasn't waiting 
arcund—he punched the Falco's alerburners and 
roared aut of the gravity pocket, back into the fields of 
energy. They were maving much faster mow with the 
boast. That Mack holo was getting claser wih every 
mament, a backdrop agains? all the stars and radiation, 
the fob around which if was all furning. 

Ane then Solo beard aloud beeping. 

AL first he thought it was another of those drones. 
Bul Chewie’s yell of triumph said otherwise— 

“Payedirt,” yelled Solo. Thay d found the beacon, lis 
syncopated rhythm echoed through the corridors of the 
Falcan a6 ihe computer ran extrapolations back to ite. 
source: arock orbiting a star 
that in turn was orbiting Less 
than 1,5 tera meters fram the 
event horizon of the black 
hole. The energy readings 
indicated a substantial base 
there —easily large enough 
fo harness energy from the 
black hole that stratched 
over it like some kimd of 
demented sun. Sole let 
outa sigh of rellel—=and 
stopped as the base's 
delende weaponry 
locked onte the Falcon. The comlink began flashing. 

4 disembodied voice reverberated through the cockpit. 

“Unidentified vessel, identily yoursell,” 

Solo took adecp breath, “Epsilon zero-fivessix= 
eight-2," he said. The code phrase he'd been given back 
al Mag Eisloy, (he sequence upon which this entire 
mission depended... 

“Affinomative,” said the voice. “This ts Firebase Alpha. 
We read you, Falcon, How was your brig? 

4 grin spread over Solo's face. Just fine, Alpha. Ho 
problems.” His olde took on & sandonic tone. “Apart irom 
Imperial starships on the way in and sare kind of hhalf- 
dead starship in the middle of the Maze." 

“Sounds like you met our Sih relic,” said the voice, 

“Your what?” 

“Most of the routes skirt the wreckage. Sorry you god 
the one that didece,” 

“You and mc both,” muttered Sola. 

“WelL.congratulations on keeping your hide intact. 
We're clearing you for landing on appreach vector 1.3 gel,” 

“Roger that, Alpha,” said Sole. “Think you could hawe 
a couple of a glasses of T'LiL T lil ready for us?" 

The voice chuckled, “We'll see whal we can do 
Alpha—over and aut” As Han switched off the comlink, 
Chewhe'’s rumbling baritone sounded over the ship's 
speakers. Han Irowned, 

“What do you mean power surge?” Han scanned the 
intennal sensors and saw that ihe forward carge was 
Indeed showing aweird energy reading. It lacked like 
it might be some kind of feedback from the just-received 
beston—an echo in the system. Bul even 45 Sola 
suggested this ta Chewle, the Weoklee cut hin aff, 
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grunting that he was heading forward to the hold. 

“Oh for the Leweo.” Sole aedivaled the autopilat 
and raced to the forward holds te tind Chewie already 
inside, pointing a hand scanner at one of the huge cblong 
crates thal canstiluted the Falcons carge, Solo's eyes 
went wide. 

“T's coming from faside dat box?” he asked. 

The Wookiee nadded, Han was getting 4 sinking 
feeling about this. He grabbed a charged pry-bar and 
unceremoniously pooped the carga container’s magnetic 
feal, Pevedling a two-meter long canister cevared in what 
looked like Imperial markings. At the top of the canister 
was a device [hal could only be 4 detonator And 45 for 
the cankeler itsell..,. 

Han snatched the hand scanner from his friemd’s 
gigantit paw and shaved the device up close. The result 
flashed onscreen: 

“Baradium,” he said. 

Chewie snarled with anper, The scanner rattled all 
mare specs, but Han didn't need to read any af them. 
He'd spent enough time as an imperial cadet to knee all 
sheul baradium and the disintegrating wave iis fusion 
reaction unleashed. 

And there was enough here to fracture a small moon. 

Soo samnimed his dist againet ihe bulkhead, Ib all tell 
into place like getting dealt the perfect hand in a rigged 
card game. There was only . mes! | 
ene type al man ingame a a 
enough to hide on the A P 
lip of 4 black hele 
Fiining anergy: 
Kridfin’ Rebeds. And 99 
vata Eee tier awreny te 
to wipe then out 
then to send in a 
Eouple of dupes 
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unwittingly carrying a bomb ana supply run? Chalk one 
up tothe (mperials’ department af dirty bricks. The hand 
scanner told him the rest of the story: the boacon’s 
signal must have inadvertently played havo with the 
hemb's électranés delonater, activating it prematurely, 
Und@oubtedty, the plan had been for it te go off when the 
Faicon reached the base. Mow it was on a countdoven. But 
hew much lime did they have? 

There was a beeping noise on the speakers. 

“Thinly 2econds uniil touchdown,” saad the autopelot 

Han and Chewie started maving at the same insiant, 
scrambling to close the bomb in its container amd get 
aul of the hold. 43 Chewie sealed Lhe companimment, Han 
activated the sequence to vent tha outer hatch and dump 
the cargo inte space. 

Bul Chewie’s next growl tuned Solo’s blood to ide, 

“What do you minan the doors won't open?” Han 
pushed Chewie out of the way and frantically hit 
the overide bullan, The hate stell reluged to cycle. 
Apparently, the controls te the held had heen damaged — 
whether by radiateon or by hits from the drones or the 
Siar Destroyer ne longer matiened. Chewie was already 
racing back to the cockpit, and Han dashed after him. 


‘ifat do you mean the 
doors wont open?” 
Han pushed [hemie que 
mf ire may anid 
frantically hit the 
override button. 


He found the Wookiee trying every possible sequence 
and combination to get the hatch open. Gut the window 
the massive superstructures of the base rage tram che 
darkness as the falcon made its final appreach.. 

“Chewie, pet us the bell out of here.” Chewte slid 
inte his acceleration chair and turned off the auto pilat, 
The ship bucked and jumped as Chewie shut down the 
landing approach and spun fhe Falcon avay from the 
hase. The speakers crackled, 

“Alpha to Faicon, you're off the approach course. 
What's qaing an? | rapeal—” 

“Fafeon bo Alpha, we're having a litthe bib ot problem 
Over” Han shut down the com and made for the door. 
Chewie's quizzieal grunt stopped him fara second. 

“What do you think im going to do? Somebody's got 
to get that cargo hatch open. And if we can't do from 
the insige—” 

Chewie's eyes widened as he realized what Han 
was Saying. 

“This will be easier than selling water to dirt 

farmers on Tatooine.* 
The Wookiee let oul an ear-shattering 
roar, Han looked his friend in ihe ayaa 
and smiled the smile that would 
ane day be kmawn across 
OF 


the galaxy, 
“Trust me.” 
. Chewee’s mournful wail 
followed Sale all the way 






to the equipment locker. Man retrieved the old military 
Surplus spacesuil, (hen jogged ta the central bateh 
acess and proceeded to strap it om. The ship shudderod 
and the walls shook as Chewie continued to veer away 
Irom the approach veelor, slruggling against ie gravily 
ofthe black hele. Han engaged the hydraulic Lift and felt 
its reverberation under his feet as he rose toward the 
ailing and wert through his checklist: magnetic boots 
engaged, blast visor down, helmet sealed. He took a 
deep breath. 

“Get it together, Selo,” he muttered, “ar this ts galing 
to be a short walk. 

4nd then the dorsal hatch slid open above Air and 
he Was Out in the vacuurn., The black hole filled rmoct 
ofthe sky, impossibly huge and menacing. OFF to one 
side was Firebase Alpha, structures clustering aver 
that rock=and now he could see the giant energy 
siphons stretching down toward the black hole, crackling 
with enough energy lo fuel a thousand warships... 

Han teok in the view inan instant, and then he farced 
himself to look only at the Faicon as he made his way 
across her surface, Ae fell he hull rumble bereath him 
as Chewie fought the black hele’s pull to buy Han time 
to get io the manual hatch controls. But the readouts in 
Hans helmet showed him he wasn't going fast enough, 
That bomb was going ta detonate before he could get 
it away fram the Falcon. He wasn't going to make ib. 
Unless he did the one thing he'd always been best at. 

Cutting corners. 

Solo turned off his mag boots and fired a quick blast 
tram his suit’ thrusters. The ship's hull passed rapidly 
undemeath him as he honed in on the cargo hatch. At 
ihe Last minule, he re-aelivated his boots and managed 
1o catch himsall a meter away fram the carge dears 
before reaching for the first of the extermal locks and 
pulling wilh allof his might, Te has relief, the lock slotted 
into iis open position. As his hands closed on the second 
and final lock, the ship's hull surged beneath his feet like 
4 living thing. He held on as lhe Falcon acceleraled in— 
straight foward the black hole. Han nodded. Chewie had 
started his.run. How Han had te do his part. Me pulled 
againgl Tie last lock, 

lt wouldn't budge. 

He shifted, positioning himself so he could use both 
hands, But just as he staried to apply the pressure, the 
ship shook so violently it felt like it was breaking apart. 
In fact, Several pieces of the Landing gear ripped free and 
thaw toward him like shraprgl. Han went Wat against the 
hhull.as the metal shards skipped past him—eacept for 
ane, which struck him glancing blow on his rear-pack, 
He openid his yon to son the sul’ power metor 
draining rapidly to zero. Qamn. He pulled himself back to 
his feet, grabbed the contrels of the dear with both hands 
and pulled, The lover came loose and the hold door 
opened as the light went green. Even as Solo's suit's 
energy was going inte Lhe Ped... 

Suddenly, he was floating off the hull—no power ta 
hes boots. The man of the black hole was drawing hem 
inexorably if, Ag he spin lheoigh the darkness, he saw 
the Folem_hurile away—and then suddenly flip, its nose 
coming up hard as the contents of the bald shot out. The 
Faicor hirned away from the black hole as thee jettisoned 
containers reached its edge, the bomb exploding even as 
they did so, all the light and energy from the massive 
blast pulled across thea event horiwon ln a slngle Instant 
and vanishing into darkness. 

Han srniled. 

IE was geting hard to broathe, 





At least Chewie had made it. Me wondered if he'd 
ge) to thal event horizon before he ran out of air, He 
hoped so. 

livwould be one hell of a way to go. 

Bui then he saw another light reflected in his vigar— 
the bright flash of the Fafeon’s engines. Chewie had 
turned the ship arcund and was bringing her back 
loward Sele, coming in alan angle $0 46 net la veer 
across that deadly horizon, spinning like a top to increase 
momentum and maneuverability. For ameoment it looked 
like thé Parco would smash right ina Sele... But at the 
last moment, the ship stopped its spinning and activated 
its tractor beam, pulling Selo directly ioward the sill- 
Open carga Poors, Sola curled into a ball as he shal 
through. And then the exterior doors sealed. 

The interior dears opened. Han pulled off his helmet 
as ihe Paleo accelerated away, He couldn't shop 
laughing. He'd always thought he was an amazing pilot, 
hutonce again his Wookiee partner had shay (hens 
was mare to him than met the eye. Han wars still laughing 
as.an anzious Chewbacca ran inte the room, scooping 
Solo up ina Wookioe hug, 

“It's all right pal. Im all right=thanks to you.” 
Chewie put him doven, but still held the somevrhat 
weazy Sole upright, Sala stepped hack, stretched. 

“So...-l guess after we drop off what's Left of the carga, 
we go back and have a word or tveo with Tac. How does 
that sound 77 

Chewie’s barking laughter echoed through the ship. sh 
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Want lo Leann more about the fastest ship in the 

Galaxy? Tha Millenia Paleo Gwar’ Foreehoan 

Manoal by Ryder Windham, Chris Aeilf and Chris 
Trevas is oul mona! 


See more of the art of Brian Rood at 
hlipsfirianroad ceri! 
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WHOSA MUY-MUY DIVISIVE CHARACTER 
WITHIN STAR WARS FANDOM? MEESA? 
SOME OF YOU CRINGED WHEN READING THOSE WORDS 
IN JAR JAR’S VOICE, AND SOME OF YOU WONDERED WHY 
IT'S SUCH A BIG DEAL IN THE FIRST PLACE. WE RE HERE 
TO ADVOCATE FOR THE LATTER GROUP. FRIENDS, WE 
COME NOT TO BURY JAR JAR BINKS, BUT 10 PRAISE HIM! 
WORDS: DAN WALLACE 


AR TAR 





b ns in Star bs 
| Haunt Mies. d he I @habilitatian. Th hs 
E ble-footed Gungan, realized t dain Coal ct res ‘hie st providing h =i, 
nnerisms, became a Uehining rod for criticism of the mavie ces = ~ 
L iad ar ape T i poll | he Fil hat d nt Like cor a 
sidekicks,” be told the BBC at the time Snr dbetahetedle te earthy Tie 
<nairgnedbis they get upsell and apinionaied about anything hal has anyihing 


to do with b nae childlike 
In truth he el . like about Jar Ja oth in The mevies and in the spin-oll 
‘Lkna 


material. [F you sevore off nitions ie ce eamniad back in 1999, you don’t 
the =a st bike. “ah Ve emerged in the years since 
Siiiahasiid ha oon pote 10 pieces of evidence in our dele af r Bir 2 
and show why we believe that a lop-eared amphibian is we aes nla ‘kin ios plac 
nang (Ae Argel £ 
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Remember Caplain Tarpals from Episode |? Even 
fans whe disliked Jar Jar couldn't find much ta 
erilicize in this se82oned Gungan warrior, who 
oozed patience and competence. Despite its title, 
this comic book Story fram Star Wars Tales #3 
didnt chranicle Tarpale demise. Instead it 
evoked sadness and sympathy while providing 

a shared back-Sfory for Tarpals and Jar Jar. 
When a vagrant Jar Jar is discovered rooting 
through the trash, Captain Tarpals carries out 
the unpleasant duty of escorting him from toh 
Gunga to begin his sentence of eae. 4 last- 
minute display of heroism on Jar Jars partisn't 
enough to change Tarpals mind, since he puts 
duty above all else. 


ar iy 
Es} alll 


That's Obi-Wan Kenobi'’s incredulous 
question in The Phantom Menace. in 
response, Jar Jar delivers a list of crimes 
in rapid-fire Gunganese — Yud-say boom 
da gasser, un crash der Bosses heyblib- 
ber” Fortunately, other sources have 
provided context, and Jar Jars disasters 
are appropriately epic. By boom da 
gasser,” Jar Jar means that he exploded 
anooven in Boss Nass's kitchen while 
preparing a meal for partygoers. He then 
escaped the flooding room inside the 
Gungan leader's luxury heyblibber™ 
submarine, and, of course, wrecked if 
This dowble=dose of damage earned Jar 
Jara sentence of exile from Otoh Gunga. 
Because Boss Nass didn't have avery 
high opinian of the Naboo people, we can 


assume he wanted to unleash Jar Jars ——— Jar Jer inks Gutcast | 
r Jar Jer Binks) utcamt 
mayhem upon the stuck-up surface . Sie oe } 


dwellers “whe tink day brains so big.” 


REPRESENTATIVE BINKS 


The graund battle in Episode | proved that 
Jar Jar isn’t cul oul to be a general. But 
what about a politician? Episedes fl and ill 
show Jar Jar asa delegate to the Galactle 
Senate who represents the Gungan 
population of Naboo. Okay, Rep. Binks 
most significant achievernent is to convince 
the Senate to give Chancellor Palpatine 
the emergency war powers that will 
eventually make him Emperor, but let's 
forgive his lack of foresight [especially 
since none of his fellow legislators 
noticed it either) and instead give Jar Jar 
some credit. For once, he stood upin 
frant of an audience of thousands and did 
exactly what be sel out do de, with nary 

a prattall in sight. 











































ROBOT CHICKEK 






Ahmed Best has abvays had a healthy perspective 
about Jar Jar, and to his credit he returned ta the 
role for 2007's Robot Chicken: Star Wars, a special 
episode of the anarchic stop-motion comedy 
Series. When Jar Jar somehow makes his way to 
the bridge of the Executor and greets Vader with 
the hated nickname “Ani,” the Dark Lord of the 
Sih escorts his ald friend from Uhe room ry vey 
of anopen airlock. With Jar Jars body drifting in 
space, Vader can finally get some peace—until 
Jar Jar reappears at his bedside 25 6 shimmering 
Force spirit. 






CLONE WARS 7 HE Ti 


The animated series Star Wars: The Clone Woers df 
has given Jar Jar plenty of plotlines, are jeez 
he seein | oro mare likeable wellh 

fepealed exposure. In the Season 1 epeode 
“Bombad Jedi,” Jar Jar dres’es up 45 8 Jedi 
fo stage an unlikety rescue of Padme. His 
amphibious abilities allow him to befriend a 
monstrous Kawaael Maw, then set it om Mute 
Gunray's battle droids. In Season Vs. 
“Supply Lines,” Jar Jar serves as Bail 
Organa's backup on a diplomatic 
mission to Toydaria, Sonator Organa 
ent crazy—tee Koners that Jar Jar is 
hopeless when it comes fo negotiat- 
ing treaties. Bul he also knees thal 
Jar Jar is a whiz al proweding 
distractions, and has 
plate-spinning 
demonstration at 
a royal banquet 
prowdes cover for 
a secret recket 
launch taking 
place right 
outside the 
window, 
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HOLO! 


HoloWel Mews, the if 
universe” version of CNM, 
provided galactic news 
updates fram ihe Clone 
Wars during its time as 

a deabure in the insider and 
on the official Star Wars 
wetsite, Ona of HAs 
funniest stories bore the 
headline Rep. Binks 
Destroys loa Statue at Gala 
Fundraiser” and contained 
the perfect amount of Jerry 
Lewis burmblling, “| aew he 
was inibed.” moaned the 
gala’s organizer when asked 
abou the ice sculpture, 

“| don’t know what Iwas 
thinking even bringing 

lt here,” 
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The dialect spoken 
by Jar Jar and hes 
Tallon! Guregains Mas. a 
singsongy rhythm that 
ean be quile pleasant 
onoe you get a handle 
onit It also has more 
Siruclure bo if than 
you'd guess, Altar 
Episode I's release, 
writer Ryder Windham 
developed a Gungan 
glossary, for intennal 
use, which set down 
ihe rules ler sentence 
structure and provided 
English-lo-Gungan 
iranslations of the 
numbering system 
and several common 
phrases. For a lass 
rigorous [burt much 
fatier] experience, 
wobslbos like |ar- 
jar-binks cam will 
instantly shitt any 
block of bax that 
you supply into 
faux-Gunganese. 


“WHAT IF HE DOESNT 
SURVIVE? HES 
WORTH A LOT 10 ME.” 


Jar Jar in carbonite has become 
visual sharthand far same fans 
desire ta keep this CGI sidekick 
on ice. But George Lucas’ 
willingness to embrace the joke 
is all the proof you need that it's 
okay to like Jar Jar and still have 
asonse of humor about him. 
After two fans constructed a 
full-sized carbonite slab far 
Siar Wars Celebration il, Lucas 
accepted itasa gift, and put it on 
display in the (LM reception area 
at the Letterman Digital Arts 
Center in San Francisco. 

A virtual carbanite slab 
pope up in the game The Force 
Uniershed, displayed between 
ataxidenmied Salacious Crumb 
and ihe severed eyestalk al a 
dianoga garbage monster, 


Jar Jar gets pot on ice. 
For nigra... 


JAR JAR JUNIOR 


You didnt koa 

that Jar Jar 

had @ son? he 

worries —many 

fans may have 

missed the 

non-tanon Star 

Wars Mange: 

Black, which has. 

seen limited 

release outside 

Japan and the 

U.K. in Pormalin’s 

stary Tantive I'v, 

Abso Bar Binks 

debuts as Jar 

Jar’s heroic 

offspring, 

distracting Darth 

Vader Long 

enough to give : 
Princess Leia's _ ; 

ship a head start : = 

on delivering the 
stolen Ogath Star 

plans. Not only is 

Abso Bar Binks shawn to be a scrappy fighter who dogsn't 
take any flak from Vader, but he even looks good while 
wearing Loia's clathes. When Vader asks him why he 
bothers te fight the Empire, Abso Bar Binks delivers a 
heartbreaking anecdote about his dad's porsistence at 
sngaking toys and other gifts for his som past an Imperial 
ehackpaint. Oh, Jar Jar—oven when youre not ina story, 
you still earn poimts. 


a 
i via, aed 


What [= ib with Shar 
Wars and troubled 
tatherfacn 
relationships? 


Sa now that youve met Abse, what do you knew about Jar 
Jars father? Although its continuity status is more than 
dublouws, “Gearge R. Binks: The Tragle Story of Jar Jars. 
Father” is an lrreverent and darkly funny place by indle 
cartoonist Tony Millionaire [Oriaky Creed, Originally 
published In Star Wars Tales #20, the story depicts Papa 
Binks a5 a whaling captain turmed desert island castaway 
thanks to young Jar Jar‘’s incompetence at ihe wheel. When 
Jar Jar offers to swim for help, George R. Blinks angrily 
points oul thal sea monsters would gobble him up before 
he could reach shore. Then, alter considering the upside, 
he urges his son to start off on his journey without delay, 































































NOT EVERY JAR JAR MEMORY IS A HAPPY ONE. 
HERE ARE 5 MOMENTS WE'D RATHER FORGET: 


Bn da 





Tons que-cenbric merchan- | 
1 Mid Jar Jar Binks 
ter Mouth was a 
candi store confection= a | 
ary with a bumpy candy . 
cker, placed | 
wo plastic Jar Jar 


‘a sliding lever, Honorable 
0 omention goes to Super 
| Bombad Recing, a kart- 
racer video game in which 
you stenred a big-headed 
Jar Jar Binks around in 
abongo sub, Jar Jar had | 
the special ability to latch 
Monte ether aa with his 
tongue and slingshatinto 
first place. % | 





Chetkwise: Watch your tanger on Darth Mate 
lightsaber Jar Jarl; Peeks bustissome moves; | iy 
the Gurnigan, ihe langue, the Leqend_ Jar Jar 

makes an early bid for fardam, 
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The Phantom Edit. Fan annoyance 
with Jar Jar resulted in lots of message= 
board grousing, bul one viewer pul his 
money where his mouth was by re-cutting 
Episode | inte a shorter version wiih 
Teens : t significantly less Jar Jar. Despite the 
nual ia 7 A critical tone of the so-called Phantom 
ae . Edit, the work sprang from a lowe for the 
— | source material and can be considered 
an early example ef the “remix culture” 
relationship between creators and 
consumers thal has taken held in the 
21st century. 


. : Jar Jar Stepping in Eopie Dung. We admit 
Jar Jar Superstar. Withmagazine covers that Mos Espa probably doesn't have the 
like this, how could there acl! be 4 back- Cleanest streets, but we still really wish 
lash? When Aaolling Stone plastered Jar that Jar Jar had paid closer attention and 
Jars mug on newsstands in May of 1999, avoided this cringe-inducing moment. 
it couldn't have anticipated how quickly 
the public would cour an the grinning Dance of the Doomed, The Star Wars 
Gungan. Overexposure of Jar Jar became Episode | Dancing Jar Jar Binks featured 
aa widespread in 1999 that The Onion ram a 12-inch Jar Jar figure that shook and 
a satirical story entitled “ED Billian Tons shimmied when its built-in speaker played 
of Jar Jar Merchandise Now 70 Poreent the Cantina band music, Anyone whe owned 
OM,” whieh quoted a lictianal retailer who this itera baek in 099 (this article writer 
urged customers to buy items featuring amang them] will hear Ello! Meesa called 
“everyone's favorite bumbling orange Jar Jar Binks! tse tire for 4 Little bogghe! 
space-frog.” in their heads until their dying day, 
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Keep up to date with Dan's musings at: 
http: //blags.starwars.com/danwallace | 
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) Boba Pet's brict screen Sime 

| Roms’ &opped him irom 
brcamitey db fan faearite. 
Aight: The bounty hunber's 
Fapulecity fed to hie barkebory 
being (edhed aul i Sue Mare: 
The Gfone hears, 


(ens: 


oe 








sect : | ES, BUT VILLAINS SUCH 
WERE ON MOVIE SCREENS FOR MERE MINUTES, 
iS BOBh FETT, DARTH MAUL, AND GENERAL GRIEVOUS ARE STAR WARS 


ICONS. WHAT'S THE ATTRACTION OF THESE ENIGMATIC CHARACTERS? 


ome of the most popular Star Wars H 
WORDS: BRIAN J. ROBB characters are those with the smallest amount 
’ of screen time. Wihal’s the aliraction and how J 
did they achieve their notoriety with fons? How i 
did {he likes of Boba Pelt, Darth Maul, and | 
General Grievous overcome Their mere minutes on screom 
bo tum into iconic Stor Mors characters? ! 
The template was sel early on, reghd in the fires lew 
minutes of the first movie. Garth Vader's dramatic ! 
entrance in the first scene of Star Mears: Episode [iy I 
4 New Hope inirediped one of the séreens all-time great | 
move villains. The elements that made up Vader would be 
repeated to varying degrees in the other Star Mavs movie 
villaing who would go an bo become ies in their own | 
right, but ital started here. Think back to your first 
viewing of Star Méscs, and fonpet everything you now know | 
about Darth Vader and Anakin Skywalker, Just look at | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘| 
| 









































Vader—he's huge. His head is encased in some kind of 

Samurai-tooking helovet and his Wisge is hidden by a 

face-plabe and breathing apparatus thee likes et wheel 

youwe never seen before. ls he aman or aimachine? 

We just don't know at this. shege. 

No sooner haw sturinaed werevors taken in this miagnacirg 

vision than her's straight down to business, interrogating 

the captain and ordering the search for the stolen plas. 

This is a guy whe means business, ane is ehliclamt with it. 

There's mo small talk here. Again, thimk back to that first 

viewing, Wien fad you ever heard an imlinnid ing wage 

Like that? Yet, throughout ihe fim he has wery litthe bo sary. 

In common with the other iconic willains in the six Stine 

Wears movies, Vader is a terribly tacibunn fellow, Partly, | 
it's because he doesn't really have to say much—he'sin ] 
charge, there's no question. His actions speak louder 
than any words, Im Lact, the anky person he seers 16 have 
any time for is Grand Moff Tarkin. Yet, by the: rousing 

conclusion of ihis first movie we know wery little about 

this figure whe will become central te ihe saga 

That, of course, is part of the atiraction of all these 

joonéc characters: heir mysbers When each of ther first 

Appears on screen they are an unknown quantiby, except 

for the fact that we know that they are a threat. Beyond 

Chad, we're eeostly in ee dark, 


LOOKING 
THE PART 
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Boba Fott, Darth Maul, and Goneral \ 
(Grievous have adhered to the bey 
elements (hat made Vader & itr 
distinethve garb, a tachtunn mature with 

a unique voice, a mysterious back-story, ‘ 
4nd most of all, an unerring commilment is Fo 
to ovil. These much-loved bad guys have we 
all stood the test of time, proving that a J 
Short tire of Screen is ne impediment 
to longevity, Wa 







Universe resulted ina confused and 
conlradi¢iery sertes of possible origins lar 
Boba Fett in nowels, short stories, and 
comics and some weird side-steps far 
Vader in the Marvel camies. The 
prequels were a different matter. Both 
Vader and Boba Felt's back-slories were 
cficially bold by Gaoarge Lucas hime 
across three new Sar bears movies. 

Did thes new infonmation diminish 
their impact in any way? Cloarly not, i 
as the biggest icoms of the Star Mars isch 
universe continue bo be Vader, Fed, and ss, 2 
Maul Intact, towne of the Sith gave us 

a brand mew toon of evil who adhered to 
al the elements of his predecessors, 

General Grievous had the facemask 
(a mare traditional, scary, skull-like 
vigagel, said lille bul did itin a unique 
woice complete with hacking cough. _. 
Another fantastic design contributed § |. 
to his impact—his unique ability i 
to split his arms to wield multiple ‘ 
lighbeabers at once. 

Following bn the stops of Barth 

Vader wars never going to be easy, 

but each of the subsequent Star 

Mars loanic miewie villaing has bean 
inspired by the Vader playbook. 


Sore Worm Pie Clane More hoe cepandes 
ow Krewtedpe ed General Oriewous. 
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MON MOTHMA’S 
my FACTS 


1 FAKE!]| 


GREETINGS, FRIENDS OF THE REBELLION. WHEN I'M NOT LEADING THE 

Y FIGHT AGAINST THE EVIL GALACTIC EMPIRE, | LIKE MOTHING BETTER 
THAN TO COLLECT UNUSUAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE STA? WARS SAGA. 
fF HERE ARE FIVE FACTS, BUT ONE 1S COMPLETELY FALSE. WHICH 15 IT? 

THE ANSWER CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 98! 
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The original publisher of Star Wars insider, Dan 
|| Madsen, i3 {he man seen grabbing the reins of abasdu 
during (he celebration scene in Episode | The Prato 
Mandgce. His character i called Dams Denna. 


| NO LIGHTSABERS! 


2 Tha werd lightzaber is mewer used in fhe Pantin Menace, 
However, whan Anakin see6 Qul-Gans lightsaber, he calls ita 
} “Laser seord,” 


COLD SHOULDER? 


In.an interview with Premiere magazine, Liam Neeson claimed 
that he convinced George Lucas te keep the scene where Gui-Gon 
Jinn puts his hand on Shmi Skywalker’s shoulder. Lucas felt this 
might be out of character for the Jedi, but Neeson thought there 
should be an emotional connection bebveen the two. 
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| STARE WARS! 


Darth Maul Binks arly ance—whes he is Gul if ball 
ro by Obi-Wan Kenobi. 


=" JACKSON'S SON? 


Atter lobbying fora part in the mew Star 
Wars tri en British television talk 
show, Samuel L, Jaeker a FF 
castin a cameo role as a character known 


as Grande Calrissian—Lando’s father! 
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STAR WARS: EPISODE | THE PHANTOM 
MENACE # DVD CHAPTER 39 











‘LL HANDLE 


Belare this scene, the lightsaber baliles we'd seen in the Star Wars movies 
involved older Jedi, or Jedi whe were yel to become tull-lledged Jedi Knights, 
but here we sav Jedl and Sith fighting when they were at the tap of iheir 
gama, it was a ¢ 

before, part 

af fighting. Fe whe sav The Phantom Menace in clnamas, is 
remember the shoer surprise and excitement of audlances when Maul first 
activated the second half of his double-ended lightsaber—this was something 
that wo, as well as ObieWan and QuieGon, had never seam before, as they 
bocame the first Jodi to have battled the sheer malevolence of a Sith for 
many years. 


EXPANDED UNIVERSE 


In the non-canon comic story Old Wounds” in Star 
Wars: Vsvonavies, Darth Maul was revealed to have 


WHAT THEY SAID x 


“Tilinewer forget this day when we were shooting, 
because we had thie incredible opening that 
reveals Ray Park as Darth Maul, and | remember 
the whole crew just shuddere mean, Uhere 
was absolute silence as he lo up. Matalie 
[Portman] just kind of walked & she didn't 
know whal bo make of hom. | was an awesome 
Fight thal was shot over 6 bevo-day period all at 
Leavesden Sludios, all on Stage 4 and Slage B. 
When he takes off his cloak, if was jue eleckrie 
ingide the age.” 

McCallum, 
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ESSENTIAL TRIVIA 


r) 


| Imade of resin, wood, and aluminium 


j tubing) were wsed up during filming. 
| " 
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1 ail Three=hundred stunt lightsaber blades 


SCRIPT [1999] 


INT. THEEOD—CENTAAL 
HANGAR—DAY 


CAPTAIN PANAKA, SABE, and MAB 
TROOPS rush inte the hangar and 
overwhelnn the Few remaining BATTLE 
DROIODS, PADME, DBI-WAN, and QUI-GOM 
join forces wih CAPTAIN PARAKA, 


PADME: My quess is the Viceroy is in the 
throne room. 


She looks ta OUI-GOH. 
OWl-GON: | agree. 


They start to head dor the oxit, an the 
way passing the fighter where AMAKIM 
is hiding. ARTOO whistles a greeting as. 
ANAKIN peeps cut of the cockpit. 


SARIN: Hey! Wait for me. 


OWl-GON: No, Annie, you Stay there, Stay 
Fight where you are, 


AMARIM: Burt, |. 
OWI-GON: Stay in that cockpit. 


They head for the exit As they are about 
bo @a through the door, guddenty everyone 
scaiters, revealing DARTH MAUL standing 
In the degeway, CAPTAIN PARRA, 

PAO ME, and HER TROOPS back away. OLI- 
GOW and O81-W4N 

step forward. 


SOM (CONT'D: We'll 
handle this... 


The TW JEOM lake off Weir capes and 
lager savords, DARTH MALL 

takes off his cape, and ignites his laser 

sword. Both ends of the sword light up. 


At the farend of the hangar, six WHEEL 
DROIMOS reall in and transform inte their 
belie positions. SATO calls AAAKINS 
allention to (he DROS. The JEG! begin ba 
fight the SITH LORD, 


NEXT TIME: DUEL OF THE DROIDS 
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WHALE OF A TIME! 





OFFICIAA” MAGAZINE 2m 


HAVING A . WHA LE OF 

A. TIME 

We celebrate the Silver 
Anniversary of Star frek (0 
with an eve witness account 
from the filming 





IT'S Ne OT | Fi KiR J 

We examine the legal systems 
of thea Federation, its allies 
and enemies 


SCOTT BAKULA 
The captain of Enterprise 
Nn-Ol looks beck at the 10 
year old Star Trek prequel 
Series 

—_ 

THE ROTTEN APPLES 
Why do some Starfleet 
Captains go bad? 
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EDITED BY NEIL EDWARDS 











HE MANDALOR a oa 


THE LATEST Svan raha 
‘ # Sd a . SEAR TOU LE WANT 
me eee a STUUR COLCEG TON 


78 BOOKS-——.. 


We lock at Tie Book Of Sith: Seenets from ine 
Gark Side, which provides ger isight imia low 
the Jedi's enemies work. Plus, check oui 
Man's ship with the Aifienain Faicon thamer’s 
Workshog Mantel! 


ACK | NQnT 

79 ASK LOBOT 

Leland ¥. Chee returns from Cloud City with 
the answers to all of your quegtions 


at FS 
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94.BOUNTY — 
HUNTERS 


Mect the stars, show the evidence, f 
win the bounty! 


“THERE'S NOTHING LIKE A soop BLASTER AT YOUR SIDE, KID.” 
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BOOKS Ww 
THE EVILS INSIDE 















TAKE A WALK ON THE DARK SIDE WITH BOOA OF SITH: SECRETS FROM THE DARK SIDE 


theased in 2010, Tire ea Path 
brought something new ba Star Wars 


books; a “Long-lest artifact” 
supposedly originating iin the 
galaxy far, far away 
which doubled as. 
a package af 
SOUVERIPS, Fats 
Whe baped (or 
A Sequel asked 
Lhe obviaus question 
—when would Lhey 
sue the ather side af 
the story? 

Those wishes are granted 
with February's Boot of Sint: 
Secrets from the Dark Side by 
Daniel Wallace. This deluse 
package holds a volume of 
forbidden dark side lore and 
rare treasures—straight from 
Keorriban itecl, With an in-universe 
back-story that places it as one of Garth 
Sidious 's most ireasured possessions, 
Book of Sith features the histarical 
writings of famous. Sith figures, including 
Darth Bane and Garth Mabgus. 

“When we started this project, we 
really wanted to detwe imba the Sith side 
ofthe story.” says Jim Becker, president 
and publisher al becker&mayer! “We 
ried to imaging what kind of histery Lay 
behind their pursuit of absolute power. 
And how the Sith would hide their secrets 
over lime.” 

That idea resulted in a sanisier-looking, 
pyramidal Sith Holocron. With the touch 
of a button, a triangular panel rises and 
the Book of Sh slowly slides imto view, 
accompanied by cerie sounds, a sinisber 
laugh, and pulsating crimsan lights. 
Hidden beneath the book are two 
artifacis—a red lightsaber crystal and 
a Sith talisman—and more surprises lic 
bucked between the pages, including 
a battle map fram the Great Galactic War, 
a diagram of Palpatine’s plan for galactic 
takcovar, an imperial propaganda poster, 


INSIDER 







and aserap of a Sith burial shroud 
featuring oxcerpts from a Lucastilm= 
approved Sith Pureblood language 
doweloped specifically for this project|. 

The book is bound ina faue-deathar 
cover with dabossing and haat-stamplng, 
whale ils 140 pages have been carefully 
cralied oo thal each writer's section foels. 
like i comes froma dierent lime period, 
“Th was important for all dhe tewis to look 
And feel like they came from different 
works, even Lhough all the pages were 
bound togelher ina single wlume,” Says 
beckerSmayer! editor Delia Greve. The 
edges of the pages in each section have 
adifferent irim, such as rounded cormers, 
jagged edges, or sharp points.“ 

Unlike The Jed Path, which purported 
to be one of the Jedi Temple's lost 
textbooks, Gook of Sith couldn't be an 
instruction manual in the traditional 
sense—net when the Sith guard their 
power so jealously “Gack of Sith is 
a collection of individual works compiled 
hy Garth Sidigus,” oxplains Grows, 


“Because it pulls from different time 
poriods, ihe perspectives on what if means 
tobe a Sith change over time,” 

From Mother Talzin’s nature-indused 
Spalleashing to Danh Plagueis’ mates on 
midi-chiorlan experimentation, Feak af Sith 
brings mulliple voices tegeinhear bo forme the 
Emperor's ultimate quide to the dark sides 
power Prewding ¢ounter points are neles 
Randerilien ir the margins. By Yada, Mace 
Windu, Quinlan Was, and others wha owned 
the voritings before Sidious gal his hands 
on {hem 

Original illustrations by Paul Allan 
Ballard, Jed? Carlile, Chris. Trevas, Gheis 
Reiif, Russell Walks, Tercyl Whitlach, and 
Aristia! Hire Studios bring the pages of 
Book of Sith to beautiful life. 

Book of Sith: Seerets from the Dork Sige 
will be released on February 10, 012 to 
coincide with the theatrical release of The 
Phantom Mdenace in 25, bul is available for 
preorder now at amazon com/fbookotsith, 
A sizzling trailer dor the deluxe tome can 
bo sean on Youtuha. 
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SHE'S GOT IT WHERE IT COUNTS 


SHOPPING FOR A STARSHIP? DONT MISS 7HE MILLENNIUM FALCON OWNERS WORKSHOP MANUAL 


stop source for information on everything automotive, 
whether you've gata 199 Pontiac Firebird or a 200% 
BM 25. 

Get ready to add the fastest hunk of junkin the galaxy ta 
Lhat lineup. The Millennium Falcon Gainers Morishon Manwal 
is the first ever Haynes guide covering Han Solo's legendary 
Shace frebghier. With original full-color culaways and 
exhaustive technical details, this is ane book that will come 
in handy tor any pilot who's ewer faced a busted hyperdrive, 

Writer Ryder Windham and artists Chris Reiff and Chris 
Trovas know their way around the Falcon, having previously 
collaborated on Mitlenatom Falcom 400 Gener's Guide and 
DR's Star Wars Blueprints sorios. For this project, the trio 
of experts provided lacks, diag rams, and clase-ups hal have 
never been seen before. 

“wi iy weld gry Star ears fan want just oqe book about ihe 
Falcon?” jokes Windham, Gut he is justifiably proud of the nuts- 
and-balts detail that went inta the Haymes guide, “The manual is 
written in-unmwverse 28 if a ¥T-1 200 dreighter were easily available 
from your local starship dealer,” he says, “hut we approached 
ihe project very Seriously lo create & realistic and comprehensive 
technical manual.” 

Arion g Che exhibits ip thee 104-page hardcover are 4 history of 
Corellian Enginecring's ¥T-series of star freighters, the previous 
owners and moddications of (he Millenaiivn Fates, a look inshde 
the crew quarters, medical bay, and retreation area, deep 
explorations of the ship's pileting, propulsion, weapons, and 
defensive sytem, and practical and tactical flight notes for 
geting the best performance out of the Falco, 

Maw available inthe U.K, The Millenium Fale Ones 
Wortshop Manual will debutin the U5. on February 7, 2012 from 
Del Rey Books.—Daniel Wallace 


Fs over 40 years, Haynes Manuals have been a one- 


DON'T MISS THESE 
BOOKS... 


Darth Moul: Shadow Hunter: This 
paperback re-release of the 

Michael Reaves novel couldn't come 
ata better time, with Maul starring 
an the big screen in the 30 release 
of Star Wars: Episode | The Phantom 
Menace ane on Whe small sereen with 
his surprise return im Star Wars: The 
Clone Wars. This release includes 
anew short story. 


Siar Wars Folded Fiyers: Fram ihe 
creative geniuses at Mlutz Labs comers 
{his paperback collection of templates 
to make your qwn Sher Mars paper 
airplanes, including X-wings, Jedi 
starfighters, and Darth Vader's TIE 
Advanced 21 tighter, 





STARS WARS 
MILLENNIUM 
FALCON 


pepe ¥T-1300 Corellian ae | 


Owner’s Workshop M Manual 


Paaier Windham Sherta Pat ono Ghirte Trea 
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COMICS 


THE REPUBLIC NEEDS YOU! 


ENLIST WITH ZAYNE CARRICK IN ANIGHTS OF THE OLD REPUBLIC: 
WORDS: DANIEL WALLACE 


Hee OPP PEE 


he Handalerian Wars are ane ef the 
TT devastating conflicts to ewer 

hil the Star Wars galaxy, bul ihey ve 
newer actually been seen. The Anigitts of 
the Of Requiblic games took place during 
their aftermath, and the Anights of the 
tid Republic comic saga which ran fran 
2006 to 2010 spent most of its 50-i¢eue 
run ina state of pre-war tonsion, 

The wail dor a continuation of the 
story ends, howewor, with Maighis of ihe 
Od Fecublie: War. Writer John Jackson 
Miller promises that protagonist Zaye 
Carrick will gel an up-close view af the 
Mandalorian invasion. 

“gaye is nota Jedi, he's simply a 
civilian,” explains Miller, pointing aut that 
fayne ledt the Jedi Order during the run of 
the previous series and has been scraping 
oul aliving ata freelance do-geoder, 





ac eben 
Given the circumstances in which 
Leia, Lando, Chewie, and the droids had 
bo flee Cloud City, Lande didnt have 3 
whole lot of time in which to pack. Given 
that Han and Lela never apparently 
changed clothes for who knows how 
long, traveling fram Hoth to Bespin, it’s 
silty clear that to ihe Rebel Alliance, 


ee. SIDER 
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“Unfortunately, his unalliliabed status 
makes him vulnerable to the military 
dralt that begins on his homeworld of 


Phaeda when the Mandalorians threaten.” 


What's lite like for the common 
solider in the setting of Star Wars? 
The Mandalorians and the Jedi are elite 
warriors, and the daily existence of an 
onlisted grunt has never received much 
attention. Here, Zayne finds himself filling 
that rale out of necessity, 











“Zayne is nota Jedi, he's 
simply a civilan. —John 
Jackson Miller 
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“The lives ol inkantry persoAnel seer 
forme to be much more dangerous,” says 
Miler, “We've already seen what kind of 
cannon fodder draids make! And Zaye, 
of course, Isa special cage, Yes, he has 
Force Skills, bul be also has a very 
strong aversion to killing. But this is 
war. How can one person change how 
it's fought? lt seems foolish ta try. But 
Zayne, ollen fortune’s fool, has beaten 
the odds before.” 

cayhe wont have te dort alone, bul 
some ad the characters making return 
appearances aren't at the top of Zayne's 
buddy list. Zayne's militia unit has 
been attached to the frigate Recigrocity, 
captained by none other than Ballan 
Morvis, an old nemesis of fayne's,” 
Says Miller. “Marvis career has been 
ona downward spiral ever since he 
Poel fayne, aid he's mot he poy 1a 5a 
him mew,” 

De Splte the odds, dayne has little 
chaice but to make a saldier’s life work 
in his favor, and readers will share his 
in-the-trenches perspective. Miller 
notes that the Republic domsn't get its 
official Grand Army until Ateck of the 
Cloags, but it would still have ground 
forces available 1a call upon when 
danger threatened. “i was very 
inlerested in how those forees worked 
with the Navy, dor example. | wrote a big 
section on the military during this ara 
for the Knights of te Old Repwbiic 
Campaign Guide, and | really enjoyed 
elaborating on artillery combat in the 
Anight Erraat nowel,” 





wardrobes are nel 4 priarity. You alse 
have to sympathize with Lando a bik 
here, Had the Rebels not decided to look 
him up on Bespin, the Empire never 
would have taken any notice of Landes 
Cloud City mining operation. Knowing 


Thal Lands is going of ona limb bo 
save Han from the clutches of one of the 
galaxy's most wile crime lords, borraw- 
ing someone's clothes seems preity 
insignificant, Hack, he's already got 
Han hip and co-pilot. 
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Art on ihe s#rias is hy i 4 his compatriots, bul Aowgehis af tite Od 
lialian illustrator Andrea : Acpublic: War also serves as a jumping 
Muiti (Ragel. with covers oo point for newdomers, “1s a solid 
by Benjamin Carré and ontry point,” Millar pointe aut, “Zayne 
a variant cower for the is alone when we mect him, and while 
first itsue by Dave Wilking. there are soate familiar faces, if really 
Mucttl bs a diehard fan who Is a reiniraduction te him and his world. 
considers Mar a dream | Srove to avoid a lot of war comic clichés 
assignment, “lim crazy for here, This ise t aboul a eolortul, ragiaey 
the Siar Mors saga,” he team of soldiers, but more about how 
says, and when | say saga . i Zayne. alone, tries to figure cut the 
lean the meavies, camies, Fight thing ta da,” 
video games, animation Even when the fighting gets 
series, puppets, toys, and fierce, Zaypne Carrick provides 
action figuras, Readers 4 likeable, human face lo aneure 
will recognize this warld the proceedings mever get too 
and allilts details, but my grim. Lalevays wanted to tell 
style will be diferent, a sfery about a kid whe wasm’'e 
There are lots ofinew the best Jedi, but who had the best 
characters, crestures, :; of intentions and used his wils to 
alions.andJediteo” help hin make his way,” says 

To Miller, Margits of he | Miller. “From the wery first issue 






Otd Pepublic: Waris the of Knights of the Old Republic we 
natural continuation ¢ saw that Zayne was a guy who 
series that he: could make friends with darn 


Fl k = = : a “a Pees 
Writer Joba Jickesn Mller; Peace; Andrea Muiti, What you tes near anybody. That continues, 
Ine: Gigi ia danni, Galore) Michael Ativan Mfr Is. pacity wha’ / eveniin ihe daunting 

nexi story after iss id have circumsiances of war.” 


heen,” hea says, “Eb 






Greer art Benjamdis Cane 
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SEEK OUT 


THE SITH 


DONT MISS THESE COMICS RELEASES! 


Star Wars: 
Legacy—War 
collectian 

[tS Wear Over in 
Anigphts of the Ofd 
Republic, and now 
Star Wars: Legacy 
collects is. ov, 

















similarly named 
Saga with the Pe 
144-page trade E O81-WAN pulls out his burnt Laser 
paporback Star r 7 sword Randle. QU1-GOM inspacts 
Wars: Legacy— War. z WW IC it, 83 JAR JAR pulls himsel! out al 
With Darth Krayt 4 rs the mud. 
back fran: the daa . ET 
and out or revenge, z OUI-GON: You forgot to turn your 
the stakes hawe ve: pewer off again, didn't you? 
newer beer higher far Cade Skywalker, ihe Galactic 
Alliance, and Roan Fol's loyalist lmparials, Tha OBS WAN nods sheopishily, 
Showdown beleeen Cade and Darth Krayt is here! 
OWl-GON (CONT BI: lt won't 

Star Wars: Episode | take Leng ba recharge, bull this is 
The Phantom Lillian Sirve via e-mail a lesson | hope: you we leanned, 
Menace comics my young Padawan. 
adaptation Prior to the release of The Phantom 
The official comics Menace, lightsabers functioning This scene was includad in the 
adaptation af underwaler had been used Episade | novelization among 
Episode | reappears liberally throughaut the Expanded other sources, which led many to 
ina handy, digesi- .  Uiniverse. In the navel, Salinter of Assume thal under official canon, 
sized format to 2 the Mind's Eye, Luke plunges his lightsabers could not function, or 
celebrate ihe ©) Ughtsaber blade in water, goang all least had diffeeuttias functioning, 
release of The = on faith that it will still work, lin the undemvater. On the ewdence of 
Phantom Menace 2 Marvel Star Wars comics, Luke and  Obi-Wan's duel with Jango Fett on 
in 0. Written by 5 his water-breathing Jedi trainee, Kamino in Athrck of fhe Ciones, we 
Henry Gilroy with = Kir, boih wee Luke's lightsaber af least knew that Lightsabers 
pencils by Rodolle - - ee | | inderwaler (plus, Lando uses a could function in the rae, bul 
Damaggio, this adaptation features inks by the late lightsaber-like underwater torch whether they functioned 
legend Al Willismson, he bullt himselll. The video gare underwater was still up for debate, 

— Dark Forces Il: Jedibinightandits The Genndy Tartakovsky Clone 
Star Wars: Episode Mysteries of the Sith Companion Wars micro-series reignited the 
fAdventures Missions both featured underwater debate whenit depicted the 
What did Anakin | lightsaber combat, But when water-breathing Mit Fiste using his 
Skywalker, Obi-Wan | Episode fwas released, the lightsaber under the seas of Mon 
Kenobi, Qui-Gon Functionality of lightsabers in Cala. lt would later be explained 
Jinn, and Queen water came into question. There thal Fistes lightsaber had 
Amidala get up ta was a delebed scene that had a special bilurcating cyclical 
during the unseen Obi-Wan on the surlace of Maboo ignition pulse" which allowed this 


moments of 

The Piantem 
Menace? This 
120-page digest 
dallechan of sbories 
by Henry Gilroy, 
Mark Sehully, 
Timathy Truman, 


amd Ryder YVWiincham reveals whal happened between 
the familiar movie scenes. 





Cover ort) Sean Tiernep 


as he emerged from the mud of 
ashallow lake, Later, Obi-‘WVan 
is chased by STAPS and has to be 
saved by Gul-Gon Jinn with the 
Following dialogue that was. 
omitted fram thee final film: 


OBI-WAN: Sorry, Master, the water 
fried iy weapon, 


particular weapon to function 
lndervater, With pervasive 
underwater Lightsaber use by 
Fisto, Anakin, and Ahsaka inthe 
Man Cala are in Seasen Four 
premiere of The Clone Wears, 
however, ihe issue can limally be 
laid to res’: Standard Lightsabers 
ds indeed functian undensater, 
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THE LATEST S7AR WARS GEAR YOU'LL WANT TO ADD T0 YOUR COLLECTION! WORDS: CHRIS SPITALE 











SIDESHOW 


The Utapau Shadow Trooper 12=Inch Figure 

This Sideshow domestic online emclusie Wlapau Shadow Traoger 
12-inch Figure continues the Miliacies of Star Wars subset. The 
figure features aver 30 points of articulation, a detailed fabric 
bodysuit, a highly detailed full body Clone Shadow Trooper armor 
sat. a Phase ll helmet portrait, 13 interchangeable hands, two 
pairs ef inlercha ngesble bools, 6 BlasTech OC-154 long-range 
blaster rifle, a BlasTech OC- 15 blaster carbine, and a lower 
support extendable figure Stand wilh the Star Wars loge. The 
retail price for the figure is SE9.99. 


EM INSIDER 





Commander Bacara 12-Inch Figure 
SHleshow coMinues its subse) of the Militaries of Star Wars ligqures. 
with this 1/6-scale introduction of Clone Comumander Bacara, the 


Galaciee Marine whe lured on his Jedi General comrace Ki-fidl- 
Mundi and killed him when Emperor Palpatine executed Order 46 

in Revenge of the Sith, Featuring aver 30 points of articulation, the 
Bacara Figure comes wilh a detailed fabric bodysuit, moddied Phase 

ll helemeet, fabric Kama command skirt, fabric chest pawldron, 13 
diferent inierchangeable hands, two pairs of miberchangeable boals, a 
BlasTech OC 154 long-range blaster rifle, a BlasTech OC-185 blaster 
carbine, and two GlasTech OC-17 pistols. The retail price of the figure 
is $134.99, and it's expected to ship in the second quarter of 2012 


Holiday Yoda 12-Ineh Figure = , 
Based on Lucasiilin’s leenie : i 

1981 greeting card design by 

Ralph MoQuarris, this Sideshow ' =~ 
domestic exclusive edition is j seat 

a nice addition for the season! ~ 
Holiday Yoda features a fully 
articulated body, a highly 
deiailed hand-painted portrait, 
a Sculpied Sania hal, fabric : 
jackel and pans, a bell, cane, 7 
ball, sculpted alphabet black, and 
dotalled stack of toys with a fabric 
drawstring sack, The suggested 
retail price is $74.99, and it's 
available mow. 
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VANDOR 


Acrylic Travel 


Darth Maul Legendary 
Scale Figure 

Sideshow launches its 
Legendary Seale Figure line 
with the fearsome Darth Maul. 
Standing at 40 inches tall and 
pregenied in approximately 

lf scale, the Darth Maul figure 
depieis the viciaus Sh enflorcer 
in great detail, Gomplete with 
real labrle clothing and a light- 
up dual-bladed lightsabor, every 
piece is individually painted and 
finished. The suggested retail 
rice is 51,999.99, and if's 
estimated to shipin the second 
quarter of 2012. 


Cups 

These 18-aunce, 
dowble-wall aorylic 
cups (complete 
with stravws| 

keep drinks oold 
withoul ary side 


@ BPA free, 
complete ly 
‘clahle, Their 


suggested retail price 


is $8.99. 


ible plastle handle and metal 
latch closure. The suggested retail 
price is $1 


el glasses 
ie Star Wors char 
an front and 7 
glasses then ¢ complabely 
fishwasherssafe, The suggested 
retail price for the setis $2099. 


Hope 12 
Ceramic Mug 
This mug t 
ceramic wilh 
photo-quality 


dis 
The sug 
retail pric 





GENTLE 
GIANT 
STUDIOS 


Shae Vizla Mini-Bust 

From Lucasfuta Star Wars; The Old 
Republic video game comes Shag Vizla, 
a bounty hunter like ne other! Clad in 
Mandalorian armor and seeking her next 
galactic prize, this assassin aide of the 
seemingly invincible Darth Malqus is an attractive 
but deadly mew character in the game. Cast in high 
quality polystone, then hand-painted, Gentle Giant's 
Vizla mini-bust is anumbered limited edition that 
comes packaged ina window box complete with 

a cenificate of authenticity. The suggested retail 
price is S46 and it's available this winter. 








General Veers Mini-Bust 
One of the most recognizable Imperial officers, General 
Mazimilian Yeers is depicted in this mini-bust a5 he successdully 
led Blizzard Force's AT-AT squadron against the Rebel Alliance's. 
Echo Base on Hathin The Empire Sikes Gack. This limited 
edition Wé-scale mini-bust featuring Yeers in his AT-aT 

filating armor is cast in high quality palyatane and is hand- 
numbered with a malehing certilicate of aulhenticity. The 
suggested retail price of Lhe mini-bust i¢ 375, and it is available 
in Spring 2002, 
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Sebulba and Anakin Two-Pack 
Mini-Busts 

This twoepack of minisbusts 

captures the likenesses of the j 
feo main rivals for the title im 

the Boonta Eve Podrace in Tie 
Phantom Menace—the villainous | 
and corrupt Gug, Sebullba, F 
and the young future Jediand ja 
Sith Lord, Anakin Skywalker. 
These digitally sculpted 

figures have been crafbed 

by Gentle Giant's artisans 

and brought to life in polystone. 
Each individually numbered 
and hand-painted pair comes 
with a matching numbered 
certificale of authenticity. 
The suggested retail price 

16 $195. The mini-busts are 
available in Spring 2012, 
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Walrus Man Kenner 12-Inch Figure 
Gentle Giant continues its line of vintage 
Star Wars action figure reproductions with 
the release of Ponda Baba, otherwise kincwn 
a6 Walrus Man at the time of the original 
release. Digitally scanned from a mint 

2 3i4einch Kenner original and reproduced 
in scale to the rest of ihe jumba Kenner 
line, iL iS rato- and injection-molded 

in durable plastic. The fully articulated 
jumbe figure includes a faithfully 
reproduced blaster, The figure comes 
Packaged on a 1976 Star Wors-inspired 
blister card, featuring original front 
and “20 back” ariwark, ina re-sealable 
plastic outer clamshell to help protect 
and display it. The suggested retail 
price la S80, and it’s available in 

Spring 2012. 






























Yoda in 30 Glasses Mini-Bust 
To celebrate the theatrical release of Star Wars: 
Episede | fhe Phaatamn Menace on 30, Genie 
Giant presents a special commemorative 
mini-bust, exclusive bo were-gentlegianiltd. 
com, Based an Barly baaser artwork from 
Lucasilim comes lan lavorile Yoda. This 
character-correct, film accurate mini-bust puts the 

dedi Master in a theater seat with a box of “Obi-Wan Cinemas: 
Popcorn and a removable pair al JD-slyled glasses, which sport 
real red and blue cellophane gel lenses. This hand-numbered 
limited edition is accompanied with a certificate of authenticity 
and will be available for a limited time only, 





UNCLE MILTON 


Darth Maul Lightsaber Room Light 
Become a powerful Sith as you construct your 
own Darth Maul adition, dowble-baded lightsaber 
room light, which can be mounted te your wall and 
rotated for horizontal or vertical display. When 
youre ready, activate its red gleeing blades. The 
light has authentle Ughisaber sound effects and 

is over 30 inches long. lt will be in storesin 
February 2012. 
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HASBRO 


Darth Maul Double-Bladed Lightsaber 

The most cont weapon Iram Episode | comes to lite a5 anew extendable leghtsaber, You can balile like Sith Lord Darth Maul and 
wield his iconic double-bladed lightsaber, featuring tevo fully collapsible blades. The suggested retail price is S79.99, and itis suitable 
for ages four and up. It's in stares from the end of January 2012, 










































Star Wars Fighter Pods 
The fea Star Ware oollectable 
offers three ways bo battle: 
spin, launch, or rel yaur pad 
into battle! There are over 100 
Star Wars Fighter Pod fiqures 
Available from all six Star 
Wars films and fhe Clone Wars 
Animated s@ries to collect! 
Each set is sald separately. 
The Approximate relail price: 
£2.99 to $19.99. The pods are 
suitable for ages four and up, 
and available at ihe end 

of January 2012, 


Star Wars Movie Heroes Action Figures 

Hasbre is re-inventing aclion ligures by Including mew 

features with cach Ster Wers character in this line. 

| These include fight-up lightsaber affects, sounds, 

; and action mowements with characters like Obi-Wan 

| Kenobi, Yoda, Darth Maul and many more, Each figure 

| iS Sold Separately, and is priced at $7.07. They are 

j suitable for ages four and up, and are available from 

| the end af January 2012. _ 
butt 





7 Star Wars Electronic Helmets 
These new electronic helmets will Let 
kids take on the personas of their favaribe 
Star Wars characters, including Darth Maul, 
General Grievous, and Darth vader The 
helmets include signature sounds and phrases 
tor each character, Priced al $19.99, each ig 
sold separately and ihey are available row. 
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Star Wars Vintage Action Figures 
This selection af 3 34-inch figures 
includes all-time fawaorite characters from 
Thraug hou the siz-tilm saga. Each of the 
quires in this assortment will have the 
design and articulation customary with 
Hasbro's action figures, and will be offered 
in packaging reminiscent of the original 
1578-17984 Kenner Shar Wars figures. First 
up loa wave dedicated ta The Fhantam 
Menace—a firs ever on the restalgic 
Kenner cardbacks! This wave includes. 
Qui-Gen Jinn, Obi-Wan Kenobd, a battle 
droid, Ratts Tyerell with pit droid, Darth 
Sidious, Padawan Anakin Skywalker, 

Ben Quadinaras wilh Olaga-222, Daullay 
Dofine, & Naboo reyal guard, Queen 
Amidala, and Quinlan Vos. 





Star Wars Titanium Series 
Die Cast Vehicle 3-Packs 
Featuring iconic vehicles from alll six Star Wars movies, these 
vohicles feature excellent sculpting and detail with a fing metallic 
touch. The packs come with stands lor each vehi¢le, The relail price 
for each pack is 519.97, and the toys are suitable for ages four and 
up. They are in stores from the end of January 20172_ 












PODRACER 


Star Wars Class Il Attack 
Vehicles 

This mid-sited vehicle line continues 
with new versions of iconic vehicles 
from The Phaatam Menace, including 
Anakin’s and Sebulba's Podracers 
and the Naboo starlighter, along with 
webiches From throughout the rest of 
ihe Star Wars saga. 
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tS pail Tracks looks back on the 
creative, inventive, amusing, 
heart-warming, and often inspiring 


moments of Star Wars fandom in 2011. 


MOST ch 
ORIGINAL 
SHOE BOX 


Not wur awerage bow of 
thoes, Johnny A, Clavery 
Jr created this bax 
espactally tora charity 
@ochion bo banehit & ethaal 
in Compben, Calilarnia. 

















S| BYTHE FANS, _ 
a) FOR THE 2 





T BEST PHONE MANNERS 


Garritan Tilan of the S018 and Alpha Base of the Hebel Legion 
guapperied their local Seatile, Washington PBS statian, KCTS, during 
a pledge drive, The members apeeared in costume io answer ihe 
phones durieg the Eroadcast of Star Ware Im Concert, Goba Fett (luke 
Yoke) afte leper crewman Kyle Ciminski lake pledges. Thanks to 
fafa foe 











If BEST TROOPER DRAMA 


Michaal Lica, PA Olficer af the Groat Lakes Garrices of the Sle 
Legion, reported trom Maker Faire in Detroit. and en ihis @ramadic 
Pholagraph, While the scene books dengencus, (he lrgopers are 
Bctually aadety “bosing™ with fird, which would mact depending ee 
hear ihe characters punched. 
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| TEST GLOBAL 
i ~ Sie "= RELIEF 
= a F T Best REASON To Members of the 501at and Rebel Legions. 


— plus ether Star bars tans around the weeld 
T BEST VADER IN INK 





E R EAK ¥O UW R worked bogebher bo raise @onabes Bor thee 
Red Cross earthquake and tsunami relief 
5 KAT E D E Cc K eMorts in Jagan. While Garrisons and fam 


Kimberly Steen has bien inked with ratiy 
Srar Wars taiboos, but her artverk of Darth Awesome Ariog om a broken skate deck, one groups ina nunber of Locations organized 
Yoder is her dgvorite of several fav Wars decks painbed by artist fund=-aieers, this poster by artis! QavelT 
Keri Thampian. hipsiwwwberithompeon, waa told onling, wilh all proceeds going to 
blogsgat.caom/ help the relief eMort. 





This past summer, Leah, the olant daughter of fev are Prani Esquerazi, developed 
nourolegical prablems dean aller beer birth, The cause of her problema waa ampere, and the 





T toubuming chub, and while hey hie supported a ramber of charity emma in the pask, bey 
B E ST Ss | oO OT | | G suddenly deed themsches on the receiving ceed of ihe generous lan Comme 
GALLE RY ‘Friends. felloar coshamers, and complete strangers banded foqether ta support ihe tory. 

an Eee B arilos PY Reindel of the Mandalorian Merce, Aeindel slaried & poop raffle, and coubemer Jian 
Stephen Christian Je, a long-time Sathe Tracks 8 8=96Woatson started a Chis In” page to gather funds te help the family ef the litle girl, whe sean becarne 
and insides render. saws he has always lined the 9 knewnas “Princess” Leah. 
fart that Han phot first, Members various den costeming groupe came bogedher af (be Mattel Chadron’ Mececal 


“‘Tqot this amazing tatiaa by Tim Derese etihe Cemier te present the lueds rated lalmasi 510,000), te make Leah an honarary member of the 






eS 
Windy City ink Radbos parlor in Ghicaps,” writes Mandaloriam Merce, and ia visit and bring jay ia many children im the cemdar. oe 
Christian. “Tan's awesorer batieo afple and “It bas. bean so inspirational thal people have jumped om board, Wie have bao groups on Re 
altenlian te detail and erazy use al mare than Fatebaok: a public Group for Polke to fellow, and a privale qreug ef individuals working te help f i 
20 colors really made this 2 place of Star Mars ihe ¢omily aed create our future foundation. Leah is still im eed of medical help,” concluded 7 
taltan mrt,” Resende! at §he bime of this wriging, “IF you would ike to learn more about Legh or offer 


bisiglanee, go lo heip-iiprinceialoahduricnblogepel.cam!. 






i f BEST UNITY FOR A PRINCESS 
: z fHects kept Legh in bespital evoch of her very yours life. 
eel The Exquenazis are ache members of both the Marsalorin Merce and the So1s4 Legion 












T BEST REALLY 
BIG CHECK 


The Washinglen DC Area Star hare 
Collecting Club (DCS M00 = htipsitewre. 
@reaec.org! present the Balieve in 


SHHHL BRLUBT 4 


. 2 Tamerrow Children’s Foundalian in r i ae | 
Baliimare wlth a check dor 55/000 bo : iy — 
SF eset the wari they as ?BESTSNOW STORM /| BEST NEW SAVAGE 
=—— “ESWC ie cre of the Larges! and Original art by Hecler Mowquera Jr, age 12, Suvege Opprens cd Tie Clone Miers by 
| nioet achive Stor Mars collecting clubs in Posen Doawer: 
= America,” cays club president Martin 
en Thurn, “Quring ils seven-year bealory, 
DCSWOC fais faised evar $20,000 fur 
=" children’s charfles in thee Washington, | 
et D.C, regagn 
= Tha OCSWCC mecla money aed 
as held: special ewents wach os coclals and 
= 5 “feadshow™ appraisal evects throughout 
ihe puar. 
= 
mores 
= 
Lp | 
=i 
=a 





T BEST ART ON A NAIL 


lntabelle Rodrigue? of San Juan, Puerte Rica, crealed thes art far her nails when the 
eriginal Star Wars irilogy rebarned to thealers, 





"BEST USE OF JAWAS 
fiathan Exrell and his deughlers Kendall and : t = 
Ella craated those Jind, Who gar how 
a keep In ihe garden by beeping 

Hungry Miarauders way, 






SUBMISSION 
GUIDELINES 


Any original art, envelope art, comics, news, 
stories, meeting information, or any materials 
voluntarily submitbed become the property of 
Bantha frocks. ho compensation will be given 
for voluntary submissions, and there is ino 
guarantee of publication. Submissions to 


Banttae Track will pot be rebured. 
OO 


Each submission must include the creators j - F , 

had, age, conbael imMarmnation, abe Ie werk a B EST F R I E N DS 
wae thea, Aid @ akaberiaent ihe the work re Once again, A2:02 proves irroselible. Yeung fans show their areid lowe al thes 
original, and created by the person submilling i, San Franci¢es Giants Star Wars game, 

Photo oy Mary Franklin 

Send electronic files to barnthalracksisfarwars. 

com, ar send your snail mad ia Gonthier Tracks, 

clo Marg Franklin, P.O. Gow 201, San Francisco, 


GA e127 


“BEST SERIES 
a qa 


be the ee 


"BEST CLASSROO 


Hapelul 


1S Pies 


ways of thee J 


9 a huge Baseball far 


me.” The Tigers won 
surely added ino that thrill 


ALihough that might be ihe most boring 
ible in the weeldevide history of editorial 
1ibbes, | om 24 @ lose bo come up with @ 
hewdline that ts mere Interesting and yet 
SSill accurate, 

The news of [he pau year wae often 
ihiek wiih stories of disagreement ai lpcal, 
national, and international lewels, with 
call-oul fealuretios on how this perecn 
of that political party wad inflexible, are 
determined bo have eweryvihing tee way, 
end their aay only, Some days, when 
licen’ the enling bradliaes, ll saimnend 
Noe was 2obe bo work Eopesher, 
Compromise, share, or ever, simply. bo gat 
te work dong thal Chey nemsed bo gat dane, 
Ho cme, that is, excep Star Mars fans. 

Perunately tor me, i addition be thee 
oll-cricouraging hoadlinas af real wereld” 
atfalrs, | also have dally aocess 10 stories 
from and scat members od ihe worldwide 
Shar Wars fan community These ore oe 
Miracle wearers ane not anky coniinulng be 
make a huge difference fer qaod, but ales 
Are reach gue fo other fan grows ina 
Ser ed cospenation, tien mubiiplins Drea 
elfactiveness. In September, | attended 
6 Star Wera-theened busebell geme| mo 
Phaanix, al saw firsthand how the Arizona 
01st, Rebel Legian, and Mandalorin 
Merce could work fagelber and howe 2 good 
time, 26 diverge paris ef a greater ertvale. 

Hs wonderful that there is ahuge 
diwererty of fan groups Por Sar Miers 
onlhietiaees bo join. There are clea eho 
fons on costuming, Uke ihe SO1st and 
Hebel Legions, the Mancalarman Merce, 
Dinvtad Kelmat, Dark Empire, Jedi 
Aseembly, Saber Guild, Save Let 


ame wilh a ice 


oosiumers, and many mare. There are 
Star Wars collecting clubs, draid building 
Cubs, and fan groupes (at want bo balk 
about the Latest Star Waves nevels. There 
are social Sfar Mors clubs, some ol whose 
mamibers ould not dream of pulling on 

a 2octume of aches another shall at bere 
for mare Star Mors onilectiles. 

The point is that with wll thas overety, 
lhe meambérs of Die greupé. haw a shared 
pazslon dor Star Wars, and almost always 
hawes shared coseeon for tremendous 
Camm unity aarvite deed Charly werk. 
Recently, according ia ihe reports crossing 
my desk, the sping ed conpersdion beteeen 
Lhasa groopa — both lo increase bheer force 
far good, and be have mare fun bagether 
—has been greasing, And they are making 
a beggar difference than belore, 

Thank you—aoned you all should know 
whe you are—for notonly making my year 
eo much better, bel far making # beter 
year for tessands ef others, bea. 


Get in Tracks! 


Mary Franklin 
Editor 
Fanitta Tracks 


Pirofos bp Mar 


(Allen) and Jedi Kregha Victor Jimeevedl, 
Franklin 


in the bag picture, my here wack eared by Che eatery, 
diverse groups of fans working together be get qaod 
things dane, Howener, | eon't say that all oy thoughes 
dwell on alirucsm. This past year | wery selfishly 
enjoyed bye af avy lavarite things side by side: Star 
Wars and ihe San Prencisco Gents. 


t Best Trophy. The Giants’ Weed Series braphy made 
petop at Lucesfim’s San Francisco offices, with 

an honor guard of focal S01al mambers Ed OaSibea 

and Mike Harris. 


Bost Closer. When the San Franceico Giants hale their 
Star Wars game night, the Bay Area baseball tans. went 

ver the top to come in costume. Here, the galactic 
a Closer ienaal!, Darth Wileon, appears. 







































MEET THE STARS, SHOW THE 
EVIDENCE, WIN THE BOUNTY! 
STAR WARS INSIDER'S 
BOUNTY HUNTERS SECTION 

15 SPONSORED BY KOTOBUKITA. 
ESCH WINNER WILL RECEWE 

A FANTASTIC KOTOBUKITA 
STAR WARS STATUE KIT 
WORTH AROUND $100! 


MEETING THE 
MAESTRO! 


Leas very fortunate recently to 
have adiraam come true when 

| mel Star Wars composer Jenn 
Williams in Chicage. | attended 

his concert in May 2011, where he 
conducted the Chicaga Syraphony 
Orchestra. The concert was 
phenomenal, and he was energetic 
and engaging throughaut the 
evening. 

After the show, | made my way 
behind the Symphony Center. 
Whan Mr. Willians exited tha 
building, he signed aulagra phs 
for fans and posed fara plate 
with mel ib was truly a éream 
come true, and he wan so warm 
and polite with all af us. Wwill 
never forget my moment with this 
Litam of dilra emusic. 

Hector X. Cruz, via email 


- 


Hector wah Jobe Williams 





IT's A TRAP! 


| wanted to send you af awesorne 
picture I get when | was 

at Celebration ¥, The picture is 
with Tim Rese (Admiral Ackbar). 
My wile was pregnant willy our 
little girl, and he showed mé that 
“It's A Trapt He was a lol of fun. 
Wie also met Paul Blake [Greedel 
and Mike Edmonds {Logray), whe 
were just having a great time. 
They were so crazy! M peting them 
was an experience that our whole 
family will mewar forget! 

Chris Sulla, Clearvater, Florida 


INSIDER 





aul 





PREQUEL 
a fait 


lwoluntecred at Celebration Vand 
werked With anal mel Sore of the 
greabest people ever. The highlight 
was getting a picture wiih boro 

the mest beautihul tanmabe Jedi Amy 
Allen (Aaya Secural and Orli Shoshan 
[Shaak Til. | aleo got to meel the Star 
Wars prequels’ stunt coordinator Mick 
Gillard [Cin Orallig), who helped bring 
ene of the most epié duels ih Star 
Mars: history to the screen, and the 
young man whe played Anakin in 

The Prantam Menace, Jake Lioyd, 
whe has grevn up so much, 

I wanbed to share my pics with 

my favorite magazine, which Pre 
been subscribing ta aver since 

The Panton Meaace, This magazine 
has been a big part of my Star Wars 
collection and my heart. 

Chris Saidelman, via @ercall 





FANGIRL EOWER: 


fectunes Frou ty er ence 4 


Janbed to Senne in hese 
aramid opening of Stal 


iar Ward Weebends 2070 arc ine 


j Fire tte. ‘J | hand bhp 
Touts: The Adwentures Continie hay 2, 2 | Le] 
E on Li I: jneG| a 
| | . aCe BOR bee 1 
opporbumity bo Mee! Echilew Ece ele 4 ; 
Siac Wares Weekends 20 10 anere ste rst bobo mm 
ro iy. inthins ane 
akout her lind of afar rrors oe bare 1 
44 worse! | was 
veces lar giriss Wt JAWArSe eb 
rl ‘ure ke gurch ie romercinianoise 
md 1m Ti Tal 1 





USE tHe FORCE! gst any oeieeaee 








sincere, King-hearicd, alle 
Having worked at Walt Disney Feature Animation -ares about her lans. Thank yc f 
twhich was al Dismey's Holheeooed Studies in Qrlandal Feictoin for looking Que hor youl 
for almost a decade, fee had the opportunity to meet andirts through Mer Univers: 
Many of the Star Wars eelobritias. Thay liked tourlmg our making my day once again 
building and seeing wheal we were up to almost as much iilian Skye, St. Petersburg, Florida 


as we were thrilled to meet them. | had the chance to 
meet Kenny Baker, Peter Mayhew, and Jeremy Bulloch, 
to miamee just a few, Bul rot until the re-opening of the 
few and imparcted Star 
Tours: The Adventures 
Continuc did | have the 
aweseme liek of running 
inte he Jedi Maeler 
himself - George Lucas! 
The Force was with me 
en this truly special day! 
Jason Peliz, Winter 
Garden, Florida 











Hh SOY? ARE YOU FREEROLY WITH FEMI 
‘OU'VE DINED WITH DAVE FILOMI? W 
I EHCOUNTERS 








5 AT STAR WARSINSIDEROTTAMEMAILCOM 








The role of swvordmaster is 
nearly a forgotben art in film 
making. A swordimnastar is 

a specialist in ihe fleld of 
Mowemont with woapons. 

He creates fights that move, 
allowing the actors to be 
confident while carrying 

CUE Ar Important part of 

the story, that dops If take 
for a person to pick up ihe 
sword? To be brought to the 
paint of killing another is. 

the highes| emotion ome can 
have. The climax of the shory 
may depend on it. fat the 
story of the fight must be told 
mot with swords, but through 
the emotions of ihe people 
thal wield them, 

At the same time, ihe 
fight has to be enfertalning 
for the audience. Who are 
these characters? Where 
do they come from? What got 
them here? What is important 
to them? Their character and 
situation will tell you heow 
they fight, and the genre will 
tell you what is allowed in 
that batile. 

Today's sword fighis are 
olian dane without these 
questions belmg asked. 
Master shots are few and 
quick cuts in editing are 
frequent. Sadly, the sword 
fight has become a great 
Plate to get upto gela 
papconn refill, 

The true swordimaster is 
an artist the same a5 any 
oiher artist on the sei. He 
hinews how ba work wilh the 
aciors, director, and all of ihe 
creative poopie to get it right. 

Here are my favorite fights 
and why they're great! 


INSIDER 


— 
{ | \7, THE 


. 


The script read, “4nd the best fight ewer filmed takes place.” 
What we ended up with was ome of the moss lowed and 
remembered fights ewer filrved, Many of the sword miowes 


in this. fight start out simple and then turn inte shart, magical, 


lriposshhle tlurries, Thee miavie isa faire fale Filled weitlh 

many extraordinary things, and the fight fits the mood of the 
script perfectly. The fight rehearsal started six weeks before 
shooding began, yet it was the last scene to be shot. Bob 
Anderson continued working with the actors and on the fight 
alike while, Beb's actors kept bringing things to the foght 
and as their training continued, the acbors confidence grew 
and more bits were added. 

Bob mot only completely understands movement and how 
to make the vision york, he can teach it—something that 
meal people can't de. This fight 18 4 perdedt example of what 
can be achieved by having the right person and taking your 
Lime io create it, 


(3D) LAST STAND OF THE 300 


ee i) (2007) FIGHTS BY TIM WESKE 


4 


E PRINCESS BRIDE 


a f [1987] FIGHT BY ROBERT “BOB” ANDERSON. 
Neat 





THE HI 








The fighis here are wery difficult to pul together, Mast 
af ihe bine pacple are pul inhe cestiones and told ta fight, 
Thay than shoot averygthing and take whabmwer quick cuts 
they can grab that look good, add music, sound, amd effects 
and. Presto! Heavy weapons are hard to put together 
without proper traming in the way of fighting. 

In the phalans Sequeres, erery movement was 
chereographed hy Weske, as well as every reaction 
bo the hard spear hits. The Spartans fight to the death. 
The mixture of fighting with heavy weapons, spears, 
and sheelds mined with entertaining cinema movement 
is taptuned indhese feghts. Whal's mone, Wesle did these 
highs wilh oAly erteas, including thease who played small 
roves in the show, Thee lights were den oo yell because 
af ihe dedication and talent of the swordmastor, Thee orew of 
over SO exbras worked on their own time. It paid off as the 
fights. could be covered with master shots. The actors were 
confident and well irained enough so that there were only 
minor cuts thal required bandages. 
















THE SEAHAWK 
(1940) FIGHT BY FRED CAVENS 
& RALPH FAULKNER 


This Fight almost became a disaster. The actor who fought Enrol Flynn would 
Aol lean bis Fight, Flpin was a trained swordsman and fencer, and werked the 
tight out with Ned Davenport, the fancing dowhle, The fight moves tram raom 
to room and involwes many set pieces and props. The timing of the fight is very 
impressive a6 is the choreography combined with the speed of the weapons in 
the master shots, The fight had to be in lime with the teotwerk and the actors 
balance to make it work, so the actors not only had do the fight as master shots 
ata high bevel with tempe amd speed, but they alse had to hit marks within the 


choreagraphy of the fight sequence. 


: . Ly, rae : 


STEWART GRANGER 
LEANOR PARKER 
TANET LEIGH 


HENRY WY ILO: Misa FOCH 
» LEAS STONE-RICHAeD ANTERON 
ie ALD MALL MTA) + oe GH TY ee | 
















































(1952) FIGHTS BY FRED CAVENS 


One of the hardest weapons to train in is the small sword. The climactic fight 
in Scaramouche is an incredible deplay of small sword fighting. 4long with the 
speed and exactness of the weapon, there is fhe matter of the weapon being 
seen by ihe camera, This fight has ower 290 sword moves, a huge fight to stage. 
The fencing doubles had to know what they were doing, and the time it took toe 
pul this fight togelher—even with the experts —vwas amazing. This fight moves 
all aver a iheater, in and out of ragins; props and sets places are also used, 
There is mata glitch in the fighting style of the actors or the doubles because 
Cavens' training was exact. 


STAR WARS: THE PHANTOM MENACE 


(1999) FIGHTS BY NICK GILLARD 


SCARAMOUCHE 


| had to put ame of my own fights in! For Obi-Wan versus Darth 
Blau, this wae a bough ane, Star Wars was already oo well 
established, yet George Lucas told me to reinwent lightsaber 
fighting and pretty much left me to my own devioes. 

| decided that the Jedi vould be the best seord-fighters 
inthe universe, trained to a point where they weal arty tight 
iPihey absolutely had to. 1 they did, they would win, without 
emotion, efficiently, and elfectrety. 

Lucasfilm isa special company io work far. The people 
understand that it takes bine ba gat pertaction, so Iwas lucky 
enough to have eight weeks preparation time, and owery dary with 
the actors. This allowed us to run the fight in a master shot at 
Speed. By doing it 1his way, it allowed the director to only punch 
In on Clota-ups where necessary, 

Iwas very Lucky bo hawe both Ewan McGregor and Ray Park 
in this fight, both of whom are supreme athletes. They understood 
wheal was required, and they nailed iL im net a big fan of my cen 
work, bul was quile pleased with the autceaee of this tight! 





THE DARK SIDE RETURNS... 








REVENGE AT LAST! | 

A complete guide to N ne met 

the explosive final 5 si “Uy : 

enisodes of  — ye, Director Walter Murch on 

Season Four eNO, Ge «commanding the clones in 

of Star Wars: femrnew Ws 4 : “The General.” 
The Clone Jie \Ne / 





sorte = 
The authors OME 
ue of the Jedi serle> Bia 
look back. 
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ae Se a : 
148 PAGE COLLECTOR'S EDITION _— 
FEATURING: MARK HAMILL = CARRIE FISHER 
* BILLY DEE WILLIAMS + JAMES EARL JONES! 
+ JEREMY BULLOCH « MATTHEW WOOD = 
+ IRVIN KERSHNER ! tT a 
PLUS: DARTH VADER STARS IN AN ALL-NEW 
ADVENTURE BY RYDER WINDHAM, BEHIND THE’ 


SCENES FEATURES; STAR WARS ) 
COMIC STRIPS AND MORE! 





